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STAFF 

December,  1937. 

The  following  particulars  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  request 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

J.  F.  Blackett,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer 
R.  E.  Thomas,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Norah  D.  Pinkerton,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  B.Sc. 

J.  Menzies  Cormack,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

City  Analyst : H.  F.  Barke,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  Tyler,  Cert.  San.  I.,  Meat  I.,  and  Smoke  I., 

Ollett  Medalist 

Assistant  Inspectors  : 

W.  T.  Blake,  M.M.,  Cert.  San.  I.  and  xMeat.  I. 


J.  W.  Elliott, 

do. 

do. 

J.  D.  Dant 

do. 

do. 

J.  Mullin 

do. 

do.  (from  15. 11. ’37) 

Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer 

; 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  : 

J.  Menzies  Cormack,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Rose,  S.R.N.,  Ex-Queen’s  Nurse 
Health  Visitors — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

Miss  I.  Nash,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  G.  Sparshatt,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M;  New  Health  Visitors’ 
Certificate 

Mrs  E.  M.  Roberts,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Clerks ; 

C.  J.  Pring,  Chief  Clerk 
Miss  E.  M.  Bartlett 
R.  G.  Lavis 
R.  E.  Adams 
H.  Bond,  B.A. 

V.  G.  Fudge 
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Medical  Officers  to  Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 

Dr.  R.  E.  Thomas 
Dr.  Norah  D.  Pinkerton 
Dr.  J.  Menzies  Cormack 

Superintendent  of  Council  Midwives  ; 

^^Miss  A.  Cook 

Council  Midwives  ; 

M.  E.  Thomas 
E.  M.  Vigar 
K.  J.  Bond 
A.  M.  Turney 

Medical  Officer  to  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  (at  Royal  United  Hospital) 
'H3r.  R.  Waterhouse 

Medical  Officer  to  Orthopaedic  Clinic  : 

*Miss  Maud  F.  Forrester-Brown,  M.D.,  M.S.  (Bond.). 

Public  Vaccinators  ; 

Dr.  F.  Summers 
' Dr.  J.  P.  Hosford 
*Dr.  P.  H.  Knowles 

Vaccination  Officer  : 

C.  J.  Pring 

CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

Medical  Superintendent  and  Medical  Attendant  : 

J.  F.  Blackett,  M.D.  (Lond.),  D.P.H. 


Matron  : 

Miss  M.  Thompson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 


PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  to  Frome  Road  Institution  ; 

F.  Summers,  M.B.,  B.S. 

District  Medical  Officers : 

Dr.  J.  B.  Bennett 
Dr.  T.  C.  Halley 
Dr.  J.  P.  Hosford 
Dr.  P.  H.  Knowles 
Dr.  R.  Lynn 
Dr.  W.  Morris 

The  Staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  is  given  in  my  Report 
to  the  Education  Authority. 


‘Part-time  Officer  of  the  Council 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

City  and  County  Borough  of  Bath. 
Health  Resort  and  Chief  Town  of  Somerset. 


Area  of  the  Borough,  5152  Statute  acres. 

Situation — Latitude  5lo  23'  N.,  Longitude  2^>  21'  W. 

Elevation — Varies  from  50  feet  above  sea  level  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Bath  Avon  to 
about  550  feet  on  the  South  and  700  feet  on  the  North. 

Mean  elevation — 269  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geological  Formation — Oolitic  Clays,  Limestones  and  Sands  ; Lias  and  Gravel. 

Water — Constant  service  of  moderately  hard  spring  water.  Corporation  Reservoirs 
have  a total  capacity  of  63,151.000  gallons.  Average  daily  consumption,  1937, 
25.67  gallons  per  head  ; 1932-36  22.37  gallons. 

Sewage  disposal  almost  e.Kclusively  by  water  carriage.  Treated  at  Saltford. 

House  refuse  removed  and  cremated  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Population  1931  Census;  Enumerated,  68,815  ; Resident,  68,375. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  Census  1931,  15,599  {i.e.,  structurally  separate  dwellings 
occupied  by  private  families).  Estimate  for  1937  exceeas  17,000. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers.  Census  1931,  19,435. 


Years 

1937. 

1936. 

Mean  of 
1931-35. 

Mean  of 
1926-30. 

Population,  estimated 

67,760 

67,770 

68,556 

69.536 

Rainfall  (Mean  of  70yrs.,  1866-1935,  31  01 

ns).... 

3274 

30  68 

3062 

3372 

Rateable  Value  in  October 

£ 

610,014 

603,318 

577,182 

491,895 

Rates— Total  per 

10/- 

10/- 

10/- 

11/2 

One  penny  General  Rate  produced  ... 

£ 

2,366 

2,335 

2,251 

1,921 

Total  nett  indebtedness  ... 

£ 

2,081,500 

2,039,189 

1,896,791 

1,183,799 

Ditto  per  person  ... 

£ 

30-14-3 

29-  18-0 

27-  11-5 

17-2-6 

Marriages— Number  Registered 

567 

563 

552 

553 

Rate  per  1000  population. 

Bath 

16  7 

16'6 

16  1 

15  9 

Ditto.  England  and 

Wales 

17'4 

17'4 

16  1 

15  4 

Births —Number 

Bath 

811 

780 

767 

834 

Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

120 

1F3 

1F2 

119 

Ditto.  England  and 

Wales 

14'9 

14'8 

15'0 

168 

Illegitimate  births  per  1000  Infants 

born 

Bath 

43 

41 

49 

53 

Deaths — N umber — Bath  residents... 

1044 

1046 

982 

U52 

Nett  rate  per  1000  population. 

Bath 

15'4 

151 

14'3 

13  6 

Standardized  rate  for  age  and  sex 

1 

1F2 

no 

10  5 

10  2 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales 

12'4 

121 

120 

12  1 

Infant  Mortality — ... 

Bath 

39 

42 

42 

47 

England  and 

Wales 

58 

59 

62 

68 

Illegitimate  Infants 

Bath 

29 

63 

76 

79 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  & Enteritis  (under 

2 yrs.) 



2 

3 

4 

Ditto.  Rate  per  1000  births. 

I3ath 

— 

26 

37 

4'5 

Ditto.  do.  England  and 

Wales 

5-8 

59 

6'2 

7'2 

Principal  Causes  of  Death — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

32 

53 

40 

42 

"Other”  Tuberculosis 

• . • 

4 

4 

9 

7 

Influenza 

... 

43 

16 

32 

31 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS-  -Continued 


Y ears 

1937 

1936 

Mean  ot 
1931-35 

Mean  of 
1926-30 

Pneumonia 

54 

61 

60 

53 

Bronchitis 

20 

22 

32 

53 

Cancer 

149 

147 

142 

127 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 

39 

62 

49 

56 

Heart  Disease  ... 

297 

247 

195 

151 

Arterial  Sclerosis 

73 

87 

85 

61 

Nephritis 

38 

45 

44 

38 

Senile  Decay 

32 

37 

49 

68 

Seven  principal  “ Zymotic  ” Diseases  ... 

3 

13 

8 

13 

Violence 

42 

45 

34 

37 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

. 0 47 

0 77 

0 58 

0'60 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

0 06 

0 06 

0 13 

009 

Seven  principal  “Zymotic”  Diseases  ... 

0'04 

019 

0T2 

019 

Influenza 

063 

0 23 

047 

044 

Pneumonia 

0'80 

0'88 

0 88 

076 

Bronchitis 

0 30 

0 32 

047 

076 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  ... 

0 18 

0T2 

022 

019 

Cancer 

2'20 

2T3 

2 07 

F82 

Deaths  at  various  age  periods — 

Under  1 year 

32 

33 

32 

40 

1 to  5 years 

8 

13 

14 

18 

Between  5 and  60  years 

226 

246 

231 

248 

Over  60  years 

778 

754 

704 

647 

Infectious  Disease — Cases  notified 

52 

Diphtheria 

128 

111 

51 

Scarlet  Fever 

78 

124 

130 

186 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

1 

1 

9 

Small-po.x 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

20 

32 

17 

25 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

3 

10 

9 

Puerperal  Fever... 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

16 

15 

18 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

38 

47 

80 

67 

“Other”  Tuberculosis 

13 

12 

20 

19 

Infectious  Disease — Attack  rates  per  1000 
population — • 

074 

Diphtheria 

F89 

F6l 

0-74 

Scarlet  Fever 

115 

F79 

F89 

2 66 

Enteric  Fever 

0 06 

' 0 01 

001 

013 

Erysipelas 

0 30 

046 

0 25 

036 

Puerperal  Fever... 

001 

0 01 

0 03 

004 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

024 

0 22 

0 26 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

056 

0 68 

1 T7 

096 

“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 

0 19 

0 17 

029 

0-27 

Number  of  Deaths  from — 

Diphtheria 

3 

4 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Measles 

— 

6 

3 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 

Diphtheria 

004 

0 06 

0 03 

0 02 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

002 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

002 

Erysipelas 

0 01 

0 03 

003 

002 

Measles 

— 

0 09 

004 

0 03 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

0 01 

O'Ol 

0 03 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

0 01 

0 02 

— 

Vacci.'IATION — Percentage  of  Infants  vaccinated 

‘January  to  Jun 

‘10 

2 only. 

10 

14 

17 
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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  to  the  Aldermen 
AND  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Report  which  follows  has  been  prepared  in  accordance 
with  the  statutory  duty  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  is 
arranged  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  Circular  1650  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  For  the  most  part  it  is  a summary  of  work 
done  in  connection  with  the  municipal  health  activities,  other  than 
those  of  the  School  Medical  Department  which  form  the  subject 
of  a special  report.  It  also  contains  a record  of  vital  statistics. 

Attention  may  be  drawn  here  to  two  important  Acts  of 
Parliament  which  in  effect,  came  into  force  during  the  year.  The 
Midwives  Act,  1936,  led  to  important  and  valuable  changes  in  the 
maternity  services  in  many  areas.  In  Bath,  as  I have  explained, 
we  have  for  many  years  had  a scheme  of  the  kind  which  all 
authorities  are  now  required  to  provide,  so  that  comparatively  little 
adjustment  was  needed.  The  new  Public  Health  Act  is  largely 
a consolidation  of  numerous  earlier  Acts,  though  it  gives  additional 
powers  in  some  directions  and  removes  certain  anomalies  which 
experience  had  shown  to  exist. 

Our  vital  statistics  taken  as  a whole,  may  vv^ell  be  considered 
as  satisfactory.  Tuberculosis  is  declining,  infant  mortality  and 
maternal  mortality  are  both  low,  the  birth  rate  has  increased,  and  in 
spite  of  the  higher  incidence  of  diphtheria,  the  death  rate  from  that 
disease  is  below  that  of  the  majority  of  county  boroughs.  There 
was,  too,  less  unemployment. 

The  section  contributed  by  the  Chief  Inspector  deserves 
careful  consideration.  Mr.  Tyler  has  been  content  to  state  most  of 


the  facts  in  simple  or  tabular  form  and  to  reduce  his  comments  to 
a minimum.  The  information,  however,  is  set  out  in  a way  which 
can  scarcely  fail  to  convince  those  who  study  it,  that  the  work  of  the 
Inspectors  is  indeed  a valuable  contribution  to  matters  which  concern 
the  health  and  amenities  of  the  community. 

Once  more  I wish  to  say  how  much  I appreciate  the  constant 
help  and  encouragement  received  from  the  Chairmen  and  Members 
of  the  various  Committees  associated  with  the  Health  Department. 
I must  also  express  my  gratitude  to  Dr.  Thomas,  the  Deputy  Medical 
Officer,  to  Mr.  Tyler,  the  Chief  Inspector  and  to  Mr.  Pring,  the 
Chief  Clerk,  as  well  as  to  all  the  other  members  of  the  staff,  for  the 
loyal  and  efficient  way  in  which  they  carry  out  their  many  and 
varied  duties. 

I remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  F.  BLACKETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bath,  July,  1938. 
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Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Bath 
for  the  Year  1937. 


Section  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  City  of  Bath  is  a County  Borough  with  an  area  of  5,152 
acres  and  a boundaiy  line  of  14  miles.  The  population  is  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General  to  have  been  07,760  at  the  middle  of  1937,  which 
is  10  less  than  his  estimate  for  1930,  and  more  than  a thousand  less 
than  the  one  for  1933.  One  finds  it  difficult  to  discover  facts  enabling 
one  either  to  confirm  or  to  criticize  these  figures,  but  it  may  be  noted 
that  during  1937  while  the  excess  of  deaths  over  births  was  233,  the 
school  attendance  officer  records  157  more  migrations  of  school  children 
into  the  city  from  outside  than  in  the  other  direction.  It  seems  clear 
on  the  one  hand  that  the  number  of  new  houses  being  built  is  little 
guide  to  changes  in  population,  and  on  the  other,  that  the  many 
hundreds  of  workmen  and  others  who  have  come  into  the  city  in 
connection  with  government  works  a few  miles  away  are  not  considered 
as  Bath  residents.  Tlie  death  and  attack  rates  (excluding  infant 
mortality)  shown  in  the  summary  on  pages  C and  7 are  based  on  the 
estimated  population.  If  there  is  any  inaccuracy,  it  is  probably  in  the 
direction  of  under-estimating,  and  this  would,  of  course,  have  a 
prejudicial  effect  on  our  statistics. 
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The  following  table  is  of  interest : — 


Registrar-General's  estimate 

Fall  in 

Excess  of  deaths 

of  mid 

-year  populaiton. 

population 

over  births 

1937 

67,760 

10 

233 

1936 

67,770 

430 

266 

1935 

68,200 

300 

200 

1934 

68,500 

400 

271 

1933 

68,900 

160 

239 

1932 

69,060 

191 

1912 

69,599 

Bath  is  to  a great  extent  a residential  rather  than  an  industrial 
city,  but  there  are  several  large  works  in  which  engineering,  cabinet 
making,  the  manufacture  of  cloth,  and  other  industries  are  carried  on. 
Large  numbers  of  visitors  come  here  also  to  use  the  baths  and  for  other 
purposes.  These  provide  occupation  and  are  a source  of  livelihood  to 
a considerable  section  of  the  population.  The  recent  influx  of  people 
from  the  distressed  areas  and  elsewhere  referred  to  above  is  certainly 
producing  an  effect  on  some  of  the  activities  which  form  the  subject 
matter  of  this  Report. 

The  unemployment  figures  for  1937  were  an  improvement  on 
those  for  1936.  Tliis  is  due  in  large  measure  to  work  on  government 
schemes  being  available  and  also  to  a greater  all  round  activity  in 


various  trades.  At  the  middle  of  December  the  number  of 

“ wholly 

unemployed  ” was 

Percentage  of  Total 

insurable  in 

group 

Men 

879 

5.7 

Boys  under  18 

19 

1.0 

Women 

93 

2.0 

Girls  under  18 

10 

0.7 

Total 

1001 

The  corresponding  total 

for  1936 

was  1,589,  The 

total  of 

insurable  people  was  23,288, 
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Details  of  the  number  of  houses  and  families,  together  with 
much  other  statistical  information,  may  be  found  in  the  Summary  on 
pages  6 and  7. 


Vital  Statistics.  A detailed  summary  of  the  vital  statistics  for  1937 
and  for  several  previous  years  is  given  on  pages 
6 and  7.  The  chief  points  of  interest  about  those  for  1937  are  as 
follows  : — 

The  birth  rate  was  12.0  as  compared  with  11.3  in  1936,  sj  that 
the  tendency  to  rise  shown  since  the  rate  reached  its  lowest  point  of 
10.6  in  1934  has  been  continued.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  14.9. 

Our  infant  mortality — the  number  of  children  dying  before  their 
first  birthday  to  each  thousand  births  during  the  year — was  39,  again 
a very  low  figure  and  the  lowest  but  two  yet  recorded  for  Bath.  There 
are  83  County  Boroughs.  Of  the  70  from  which  information  has  been 
obtained  at  the  time  of  writing,  onl3^  two  have  an  infant  mortalit}^ 
below  our  own,  while  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  58.  Of  the  32 
deaths  which  our  rate  represents,  13  took  place  within  the  first  week 
of  life  and  another  12  between  that  and  the  end  of  the  third  month. 

The  standardised  death  rate  was  slightly  higher  than  in  1936  — 
11.2  instead  of  11.0.  This  increase  is  a little  less  in  proportion  than 
that  shown  by  the  similar  figures  for  England  and  Wales.  For  some 
help  in  estimating  the  significance  of  the  figure  representing  the 
death  rate  see  my  Report  for  1934  (pages  11  and  12).  Our  “areal 
comparabilty  factor”  or  correcting  factor,  is  at  present  .73. 

One  or  two  points  in  connection  with  death  rates  from  infectious 
diseases  may  be  mentioned  here.  We  had  no  deaths  from  measles, 
scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  or  typhoid.  Our  rate  for  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  lower  than  those  of  all  but  six  of  the  count}’  boroughs 
referred  to  above,  and  in  spite  of  the  increased  prevalence  of  diph- 
theria mentioned  later,  fifty-three  of  the  seventy  had  a higher  death- 
rate  than  our  own.  For  maternal  mortality,  see  page  23. 
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The  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  are  given  in 
the  form  suggested  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  No.  1650. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births  ! 

( Illegitimate 

....  776 
....  35 

420 

19 

356  ] 
16  f 

Birth  Rate,  12.0 

Stillbirths 

....  22 

12 

10 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  births,  26.4 

Deaths 

1044 

487 

557 

Death-rate,  11.2 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths. 

(live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

. . . 

0 

0.00 

Other  puerperal 

causes 

1 

1.20 

Total  ... 

1 

1 20 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : — 
Legitimate,  40  ; Illegitimate,  29  ; Total,  39. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  149 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  0 

,,  „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 
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Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  The  arrangements  available  for  the  examina- 
tion of  clinical  material  are  indicated  on  page 
41,  The  analyses  of  water,  milk  and  foodstuffs,  are  carried  out  almost 
entirely  by  the  City  Analyst,  who  is  a part-time  officer,  in  his  own 
laboratory.  For  the  nature  and  amount  of  work  done  see  pages 
58  to  60,  and  also  the  references  to  the  public  water  supply  on  page  30 

Ambulance  Facilities.  («)  Infectious  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the 

motor  ambulance  kept  at  the  City  Isolation 
Hospital.  This  is  used  mainly  to  take  patients  to  the  Hospital,  but 
is  available  also  for  other  suitable  cases  requiring  to  be  moved. 
(b)  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases.  The  City  Council  has  three 
ambulances  under  the  control  of  the  Watch  Committee,  and  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Association  three,  available  for  ordinary  cases  at 
reasonable  charges.  These  arrangements  appear  to  be  adequate  for 
the  needs  of  the  city. 

Nursing  in  the  Home-  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrange- 
ments with  the  Bath  District  Nursing 
Association  under  which  the  services  of  the  district  nurses  are  available 
for  certain  types  of  illness.  Payment  for  these  services  on  an  agreed 
s:ale  is  made  through  the  Health  and  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committees.  A detailed  description  of  the  scheme  was  given  on  page 
14  of  my  Report  for  1935.  During  1937,  3,523  visits  were  made  at  a 
total  cost  to  the  Council  of  £148.  This  does  not  include  the  work 
done  by  the  City  Midwives  (see  j)age21).  In  addition,  the  Council  con- 
tributed £80  a year  to  tlie  Association  through  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  without  reference  to  S]'ecihc  services. 

The  Bath  District  Nursing  .Association,  which  is  affiliated  to  the 
Queen’s  Institute,  provides  an  adequate  and  efficient  service  for  the 
whole  city.  Apart  from  the  midwives,  there  are  9 whole-time  fully 
qualified  general  nurses,  who  paid  34,473  visits  to  1,211  patients  during 
the  year  ended  3lst  March,  1938. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES  16 


Days  and  Times  of  Attendance. 


* These  Clinics  are  held  at  Blue  Coat  Mouse.  t 2n  1 and  4th  Tuesdays  of  Month, 

II  3rd  Friday  of  month  by  appointment. 
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Hospitals:  Public  and  Voluntary.  On  pages  IG  to  20  of  my  Report 

for  1935  I gave  details  of  the 
various  Hospitals  in  the  city  and  of  the  extent  to  which  their  services 
are  available  to  patients  for  whom  the  Council  accepts  responsibility. 
There  has  been  no  important  change  since  then,  but  the  following 
notes  may  be  added. 

Royal  National  Hospital  for  Rheumatic  Diseases — formerly  the 

Royal  Mineral 

Water  Hospital.  The  necessary  powers  to  enable  the  Governors  in 
conjunction  with  the  City  Council  to  rebuild  the  Hospital  on  another 
site  are  included  in  the  Bath  Corporation  Act,  1937.  The  schemes 
now  under  consideration  are  of  great  importance  and  will  have  a 
material  influence  on  the  future  of  Bath  as  a Spa. 

Frome  Road  Infirmary.  It  became  evident  d\iring  the  year  that 

the  recognition  of  the  Infirmary  as  a 
Training  School  for  Nurses  was  likely  to  be  withdrawn,  though  a 
formal  notification  of  the  actual  decision  to  do  so  was  not  received 
until  February,  1938.  The  reason  as  I explained  in  my  last 
Report,  was  the  absence  of  adequate  facilities  for  surgical  training. 
High  tributes  were,  however,  paid  to  the  quality  of  the  teaching  given 
in  other  departments  of  a nurse’s  work.  Probationers  will  be  replaced 
largely  by  assistant  nurses  who  will  either  have,  had  sufficient  experi- 
ence elsewhere,  or  will  be  given  a modified  form  of  training  at  the 
Infirmary.  In  this  connection  a scheme  which  may  prove  of  great 
value  is  receiving  the  careful  consideration  of  the  committee.  Some 
of  the  assistant  nurses  will  be  non-resident.  Further  information 
about  the  nursing  arrangements  will  be  given  at  a later  date. 

To  the  regret  of  everyone  who  knew  him,  Dr.  Duckett,  who  had 
been  appointed  Medical  Officer  by  the  Guardians  in  March,  1914,  found 
it  necessary  to  resign  through  ill  health  at  the  end  of  June.  In 
accordance  with  the  Council’s  previous  intentions  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  time  being  was  made  Medical  Officer  for  Frome 
Road  House  (see  Council  Minutes,  page  494)  and  an  assistant  doctor, 
appointed  primarily  to  look  after  the  patients  at  the  Infirmary,  was 
added  to  his  staff, 
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Frome  Road  Infirmary  is  easily  the  largest  hospital  in  the  city. 
Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  carried  on  may  be  obtained  from  tlie 
following  figures  for  1937  : — 

Admissions  (including  4 births)  ...  458 


Discharges  and  deaths  ...  ...  446 

Duration  of  stay : 

Under  four  weeks  ...  ...  246 

4 — 13  weeks  ...  ...  ...  107 

Over  13  weeks  ...  ...  ...  93 


446 


There  are  367  beds  allocated  thus  : Chronic  sick,  166  ; Tubercu- 
losis, 19  ; Maternity,  6 ; Sick  Children,  38  ; Isolation,  6 ; Mental  cases, 
132.  Number  occupied  : highest,  319  ; lowest,  287  ; average,  297. 

Local  Government  Act,  1929,  Except  in  regard  to  the  medical 

services  at  Frome  Road  Infirmary, 
no  change  took  place  in  the  administration  of  the  institutional  medical 
services  transferred  under  this  Act.  Since  April  1st,  1933,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  been  responsible  for  the  general  oversight  of  the 
medical  services  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  as  well  as  of  other 
Committees  of  the  Council. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out  Relief.  No  administrative  changes  took 

place  during  1937.  The  average 
number  chargeable  (year  ended  31st  March,  1938)  was  888,  as  compared 
with  884,  987,  937  and  866,  during  the  four  previous  years. 

Other  Poor  Law  Relief.  The  following  figures  are  of  interest 

Average  number  chargeable 
year  ended  March  31st. 


1938 

1937 

*At  Frome  Road  House 

359 

365 

Children’s  Homes  ... 

22 

22 

Mental  Hospitals  (Wells  & Codford)  ... 

212 

218 

At  Special  Schools  ... 

16 

19 

Boarded-out  Children 

30 

30 

including  Infirmary,  Mental,  and  other 

wards,  but 

not  casuals 
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Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

(a)  Bathwick  Old  Rectory.  This  is  a Hostel  to  provide  a 
modified  form  of  care  for  specially  selected  high  grade  mental  defectives 
who  have  been  in  other  institutions.  Many  of  them  do  daily  work 
outside  the  institution.  Two  of  the  inmates  are  Bath  City  cases.  The 
Hostel,  which  is  officially  recognised  by  the  Board  of  Control,  was 
opened  in  1930,  and  provides  accommodation  for  21  patients. 

(b)  The  House  of  Help  at  112,  Walcot  Street,  belongs  to  the 
Bath  Preventive  Mission.  It  is  a recognised  residential  institution  for 
66  women  and  girls  who  are  mental  defectives.  Eight  of  the  inmates 
are  Bath  cases  maintained  by  the  City  Council. 

(c)  The  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the  Bristol  City  Council 
under  which  30  places  are  available  for  Bath  cases  at  Hortham  Colony 
near  Bristol.  Nearly  the  full  number  were  in  use  at  the  end  of  1937. 

(d)  Eight  mental  defectives  are  maintained  by  the  Council  at 
Stoke  Park  Colony,  near  Bristol. 

(e)  Frome  Road  House  is  certified  for  the  reception  of  10  male 
mental  defectives.  Four  of  the  number  were  Bath  cases. 

(f ) Royal  Fort  Home,  Bristol.  This  is  a home  for  30  high  grade 
female  defectives  over  16  years  of  age  and  belongs  to  the  Bristol  City 
Council.  One  Bath  patient  is  absent  on  licence  from  the  Home. 

MENTAL  TREATMENT 

The  opening  of  the  observation  centre  and  nursing  home  for  mental 
illness  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bath  to  which  I referred  in  my  last  Report, 
took  place  on  November  20th,  1937.  The  house  has  been  re-named 
“ Weston  Lodge,”  and  is  described  as  a nursing  home  for  women  suffering 
from  nervous  disorders.  It  is  intended  to  give  some  account  of  the  first 
year’s  work  in  the  Report  for  1938. 

The  out-patient  clinic  held  by  arrangement  every  Friday  at  the 
Royal  United  Hospital  was  continued  during  1937.  It  was  transferred 
to  Weston  Lodge  in  January,  1938.  The  Report  of  the  Medical  Officers 
in  charge  for  1937  was  printed  in  full  in  Council  Minutes  for  May, 
1938  (page  435).  This  shows  a definite  increase  in  the  use  which  is 
being  made  of  the  facilities  available.  There  were  22  new  patients  and 
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132  attendances  (14  and  113  in  1936).  In  7 only  of  the  30  individuals  seen 
was  removal  to  a mental  hospital  advised.  I'he  conditions  dealt  with 
were  classified  thus:  Anxiety  neurosis.  4;  obsessional  neurosis,  1;  general 
neurosis,  2;  neurasthenia,  1 ; anxiety  hysteria,  3;  melancholia,  3;  confusional 
insanity,  2;  mania,  2;  dementia  praecox,  6;  and  mental  deficiency,  6. 

The  Mental  Treatment  Act  Committee  also  provides  for  the 
out-patient  care  of  children  by  accepting  joint  responsibility  with  the 
Education  Authority  for  a Child  Guidance  Clinic.  This  is  described  in 
my  Report  as  School  Medical  Officer. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

(For  number  of  births,  birth-rates,  infant  mortality  and 
maternal  mortality,  see  pages  12  and  13). 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  is  responsible  to 
the  Council  for  carrying  out  a comprehensive  scheme  which  includes 
the  following:  — 

Two  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Supervision  of  Midwives  under  the  Midwives  Acts. 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service  (in  association  with  the 
Bath  District  Nursing  Association). 

Maternity  Department  with  ten  beds  at  the  Royal 
United  Hospital. 

Three  Health  Visitors. 

Five  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Provision  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Infants. 

Supervision  of  boarded-out  children  under  Part  VII  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Dental  Service. 

“ Birth  Control  ” Clinic. 

Supply  of  Maternity  Outfits. 

Facilities  for  dealing  with  crippling  defects  in  infants, 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  puerperal  fever  and 
puerperal  pyrexia,  and  with  certain  other 
diseases. 


20 


Some  details  of  the  work  done  during  1937  are  given  below. 
A statistical  summary  for  the  ten  years  1926-1935  is  given  on  pages 
32  and  33  of  my  Report  for  1935. 


Ante^Natal  Clinics.  The  numbers  of  expectant  mothers  attending 

were  such  that  extra  sessions  at  Rivers  Street 
became  necessary.  At  first  these  were  arranged  occasionally,  but  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  a second  session  on  Wednesday  afternoons  of  each  week 
was  in  effect  a regular  feature  of  our  work. 


The  Committee  had  under  consideration  the  possibility  of  making 
arrangements  for  ante-natal  care  to  be  given,  if  desired,  by  the  patient’s 
own  doctor.  A scheme  for  this  and  also  for  post-natal  examinations  is 
likely  to  mature  during  1938. 


The  following  are  some  figures  for  1937  (figures  in  brackets 
relate  to  1936  and  are  added  for  comparison) : 


Day 

Time 

Medical  Officer  in  charge... 
Number  of  sessions  held  ... 
Number  of  new  patients... 
Total  attendances 
Average  per  session 


Rivers  Street. 
Tuesday 
2.30-4 
Dr.  Thomas. 
71  (49) 
288  (263) 
1048  (884) 
15  (18) 


Blue  Coat 
House. 
Wednesday 
10-12 

Dr.  Pinkerton. 
49  (51) 

123  (112) 

571  (543) 

12  (11) 


Home  visits  (ante-natal)  by  City 

Midwives  ...  1,867  (2,091). 


Proportion  of  new  patients  to  all 

births  registered...  45%  (43%) 


MIDWIVES. 

The  1936  Midwives  Act  scheme,  in  force  as  from  July  30th, 
1937,  marked  an  important  advance  in  the  maternity  services  of  the 
country  as  a whole.  Actually,  it  made  much  less  difference  in  Bath  than 
in  many  other  places,  because  the  scheme  submitted  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  was  in  large  measure  the  one  which  has  been  in 
existence  here  for  many  years.  Our  Municipal  Maternity  Service  is 
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carried  on  in  conjunction  with  the  Bath  District  Nursing  Association,  but 
paid  for  entirely  by  the  City  Council.  The  new  scheme  includes  some 
revision  of  the  financial  arrangements  and  allows  the  number  of  midwives 
on  the  staff  to  be  varied  in  accordance  with  the  number  of  cases  undertaken. 
The  fees  paid  by  patients  were  increased  in  certain  cases. 

During  1937  the  number  of  midwives  signifying  their  intention 
to  practise  in  the  City  was  33.  Of  these,  11  worked  solely  in  Hospitals 
and  12  in  connection  with  nursing  associations.  Of  the  13  private 
mid  wives,  (some  in  nursing  homes),  one,  with  her  assistant  had  80  cases  ; 
one  had  56 ; two  had  22  each,  one  had  6,  and  the  others  less  than  5 
each. 

The  numbe:  of  confinements  attended  by  all  midwives  was  791 
— last  year  it  was  7C0. 

Births  registered  numbered  915. 

Altogether,  a doctor  was  called  in  under  the  Rules  of  the 
Central  Mid  wives  Board  on  257  occasions  for  various  emergencies 
in  connection  with  births  and  miscarriages.  These  emergencies  may 


be  grouped  as  follows  .■ 

Complications  of  labour  ...  ...  ...  115 

Ante-natal  conditions  ...  ...  ...  89 

Post-natal  condition  of  mother  ...  ...  16 

Unsatisfactory  condition  of  child  ...  ...  37 


The  medical  officers  act  as  Inspectors  of  Midwives,  and  all 
Midwives  are  visited  regularly.  No  serious  breach  of  the  rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  came  to  our  notice  in  1937. 

City  Midwives.  On  July  30th  the  staff  was  increased  from  three  and 
a half  to  four.  The  midwives  live  in  their  districts 
and  are  on  the  telephone. 

1937.  1936.  1935. 
Number  of  cases  ....  ....  313  266  266 

Cost  for  year  ended  March  31st, 
after  deducting  patients’ 

payments  ...  ....  £561  £548  £470 

(For  comparison,  the  cost  given  in  reports  prior  to  1936  must  be  doubled — see 
note  on  page  20  of  1936  Report). 
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Midwifery  fees  paid  to  Doctors  under  section  14  of  the  Midwives 

Act,  1918.  The  liability  incurred 
during  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1938,  was  £376  and  the  amount 
recovered  from  patients  was  £124.  The  Council  has  power  to  recover 
these  fees  from  the  patient  or  those  responsible  for  her,  unless  they  are 
satisfied  that  “ by  reason  of  poverty  ” this  should  not  be  done.  Claims 
for  remission  are  dealt  with  by  a special  sub-committee  of  the  Maternity 
Committee. 

Sterilised  Maternity  Outfits  are  kept  at  the  Health  Office  and  may 

be  obtained  by  midwives  or  on  their 
recommendation.  They  are  supplied  at  cost  price,  or  if  the  circumstances 
justify  it,  either  at  a reduced  charge  or  free.  The  demand  is,  however, 
almost  negligible. 


MATERNITY  BEDS 

The  City  has  the  right  to  nominate  patients  to  ten  of  the  beds 
in  the  twenty-bed  maternity  unit  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital.  The 
terms  of  our  agreement  with  the  Hospital  were  summarised  on  pages 
18  to  20  of  my  Report  for  1933.  The  ten  beds  must  be  paid  for,  whether 
occupied  or  not,  and  additional  patients  may  be  admitted  at  the  same 
rate  if  room  is  available. 

During  the  first  five  years,  1933-1937,  the  accommodation  actually 
provided  for  Bath  mothers  under  the  scheme  expressed  as  a percentage 
of  that  represented  by  ten  beds  constantly  occupied  was  89,  94,  124,  109. 
and  in  1937,  105.  It  was  again  necessary  to  exercise  some  selection  in 
order  to  minimise  the  pressure  on  the  accommodation  a\ail.able,  though 
no  patient  for  whom  admission  is  sought  on  medical  groimds,  is  ever 
refused.  In  times  of  stress,  arrangements  are  made  for  anyone  whose 
admission  would  lead  to  overcrowding,  to  go,  without  additional  cost,  to 
the  Forbes  Fraser  Hospital,  or  to  a private  nursing  home.  Actually, 
during  1937,  seven  patients  were  dealt  with  in  this  way. 

The  adequacy  or  otherwise  of  the  existing  accommodation  was 
a matter  which  received  very  careful  consideration  during  the  year. 
To  re;ich  a proper  decision,  a number  of  important  factors  have  to  be 
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taken  into  account  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  question 
discussion. 

1937 

is  still  under 
1936 

■'  Number  of  new  patients  admitted 

211 

212 

Number  of  primipara  included 

119 

116 

Number  of  readmissions 

14 

13 

Number  of  confinements 

203 

212 

t Cases  in  which  midwife  had  entire  charge 

59 

69 

Number  of  “ patient-days  ” 

3843 

3987 

Ante-natal 

784 

762 

Co.ifinement  and  after 

3059 

3225 

Total  available  (10  beds) 

3650 

3660 

Proportion  actually  used 

105% 

109% 

Maternal  deaths 

0 

2 

Stillbirths 

21 

11 

Deaths  of  Infants  within  10  days 

11 

3 

Weekly  maintenance  rate 

£2  18  71 

£2  18  4 

Income  received  from  patients 

;^819 

£761 

* This  figure  refers  to  individual  mothers  admitted  for  the  first  time  (for  that 
pregnancy)  during  the  year.  They  were  not  necessarily  confined  during 
the  year. 

t i.e.,  no  doctor  engaged  or  called  in  at  any  stage  while  patient  was  in  Hospital. 

The  figures  given  above  are  taken  from  Health  Office  records.  They  may  differ 
slightly  from  those  of  the  Hospital. 

Patients  admitted  within  three  days  of  birth  of  child  are  not  considered  as  having 
had  ante-natal  treatment.  Otherwise,  treatment  is  counted  as  ante-natal  up 
to  the  day  before  birth. 

According  to  the  Hospital  statistics  midwives  are  responsible  for  actual  deliveries  in 
three-quarters  of  all  our  cases. 

The  maintenance  rate  for  1938  is  to  be  £i  2s.  5d. 


Maiernal  Mortality.  One  death  only  occurred,  giving  a rate  of  1.20. 

It  happened  on  December  30th  and  will,  there- 
fore, be  counted  in  our  figures  for  1937,  but  as  it  was  not  registered 
till  January  1st  it  will  appear  in  the  Registrar  General’s  returns  for 
1938. 

Subject  to  what  has  just  been  said,  the  following  maternal  mortality 
rates  are  those  accepted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  official  purposes. 
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They  show  that  over  a series  of  years,  our  mortality  is  definitely,  though 
not  considerably,  below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 


Maternal 

Death  rates  from 

Total 

England 

Average 

Sepsis 

Other  Causes 

Bath 

and  Wales 

1923-27 

1.09 

2.17 

3.26 

4.01 

1928-31 

1.43 

3.02 

4.45 

4.31 

1932-35 

1.54 

2.53 

4.07 

4.36 

1936 

1.24 

2.48 

3.72 

3.65 

1937 

0.00 

1.20 

1.20 

3.11 

Average  15  years 

1.24 

2.45 

3.69 

4.10 

The  patient  refer 

red  to  was  a woman  of 

35  who  died  from 

sudden  collapse  after  the  birth  of  her  first  child.  She  was  in  a nursing 
home  and  had  not  been  in  touch  with  the  Council’s  maternity  services  in 
any  way. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 

From  the  beginning  of  1937,  sessions  were  held  at  Odd  Down  on 
Tuesday  afte*rnoon  of  each  week  instead  of  in  the  mornings  twice  a month. 
The  change  has  been  much  appreciated  by  the  mothers  and  the  number  of 
attendances  has  nearly  doubled.  Apart  from  this,  the  work  of  the  Centres 
was  carried  on  with  little  variation  either  in  numbers  or  methods.  The 
co-ordination  of  infant  welfare  and  school  work  at  the  Southdown  Infants’ 
School  appears  to  be  giving  entire  satisfaction. 

As  for  so  many  years  past,  the  Council  was  deeply  indebted  to  the 
many  voluntary  helpers  for  their  invaluable  assistance.  Separate  reports 
are  published  by  the  Infant  Welfare  Associations  and  sent  to  all  members 
of  the  Council. 

At  the  end  of  1937  there  were  five  Centres  ; 

1.  Blue  Coat  House,  established  (at  Rosewell  House)  in  1913. 

Sessions  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

2.  Walcot,  at  Snow  Hill  Hall.  Established  in  1918. 

Sessions  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 

3.  Twerton,  at  Oldfield  Park  Baptist  Schoolroom. 

Established  in  1919.  Sessions  on  W'ednesday  afternoons. 

[cony 
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4.  Southdown,  established  at  St.  Barnabas  Hall  in  1929  and 

transferred  to  Infants’ School  in  October  1936.  Sessions 
on  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  mornin^fs,  of  each  month. 

5.  Odd  Down,  at  the  New  Hall.  Established  in  1934. 

Sessions  on  Tuesday  afternoons. 


Blue  Coat 
House. 

Walcot. 

Tvverton. 

South- 

down. 

Odd 

Down 

Number  of  sessions 

94 

92 

46 

22 

46 

Attendances  of  children 

3556 

3130 

1729 

647 

1572 

New  cases  included  in  above 

220 

200 

152 

28 

61 

Average  attendance  of 
Infants  per  session 

37.8 

34.0 

37.6 

29.4 

34.2 

This  table  shows  that  there  were  10,634  consultations  at  300 
sessions,  an  average  of  35.4  per  session.  (In  1936  the  figures  were 
9,915;  282;  and  35.2).  In  addition,  there  were  4,368  visits  of  infants 
for  weighing,  renewal  of  milk  applications,  and  so  forth,  for  whom  a 
consultation  with  the  doctor  was  not  necessary.  If  mothers  and  infants 
are  counted  separately,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  voluntary  workers  helped 
to  deal  with  something  like  30,000  attendances. 

SUPPLY  or  MILK  TO  NECESSITOUS  MOTHERS  AND 

CHILDREN. 

The  figures  below  show  that  a material  diminution  occurred 
during  the  year  in  the  amount  of  free  milk  distributed  through  the 
centres.  As  no  change  was  made  in  the  conditions  under  which  applications 


are  accepted,  and  careful  enquiries  are  made 

in  every 

case,  the  explanation 

seems  to  be  in  a decreased  need.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year, 

however, 

there  was  an  increased  demand. 

1937 

1936 

Average 

1931-35 

Average  daily  number  of  individuals 

receiving  free  milk 

345 

413 

316 

Average  daily  distribution  in  gallons 

(dried  milk  counted  as  if  reconstituted) 

41 

49 

38 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Total  number  of  families  assisted 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  683  681  567 

Approximate  cost  for  year  ended 

31st  March  following  ...  ...  ;^1,489  £1,646  £l,375 

Dental  Service.  By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee  the 
School  Dental  Department  is  available  for  the  treat- 
ment of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  the  Saturday  morning 
sessions  are  a permanent  part  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
scheme.  The  figures  for  1937  include  the  following  : — 


Number  of  sessions  ...  ...  ...  45 

New  patients  called  to  Clinic  ...  ...  78 

Patients  actually  attended  (46  new  and  8 old)  ...  54 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  252 

Extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  324 

Fillings  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Scalings  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dentures  (21  patients)  ...  ...  ...  36 

Dentures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  — 


Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children  is  available 

through  the 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  in  the  maternity  ward  at  the 
Royal  United  Hospital  and  through  the  Public  Assistance  Committee 
at  Froma  Road  House.  Voluntary  agencies  include  the  Bath  Vigilance 
and  Rescue  Association  Home  at  12,  Walcot  Parade  and  the  Salvation 
Army. 

Health  Visitors.  There  are  three  whole-time  Health  Visitois,  and 

one  half-time  assistant  whose  work  is  mainly 
confined  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  All  are  fully  trained  nurses. 
In  addition  to  the  ordinary  home  visiting — 'perhaps  the  most  valuable 
single  factor  in  the  Council’s  Child  Welfare  scheme — each  Health 
Visitor  helps  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  acts  as  a visitor  under 
the  Infant  Life  Protection  clauses  of  the  Children  Acts  (Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  from  1st,  October  1937).  See  also  next  paragraph. 
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4,352 
6,328 
1,517 

12,197 

Infant  Life  Protection.  The  duties  laid  down  in  the  Children  Acts 

— in  Part  VII  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  from  October  1st,  1937— are  carried  out  by  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  under  conditions  which  have  been  described  in 
previous  reports.  The  necessary  enquiries  are  made  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  the  Health  Visitors,  who  follow  up  each  case  by 
regular  visits  to  the  homes  (112  visits  in  1937). 


Number  of  Names 

Foster  Parents. 

Infants. 

On  Register  at  end  of  1936 

37 

38 

Added  during  the  year 

12 

26 

Removed  during  the  year 

10 

22 

On  Register  December  31st,  1937 

39 

42 

Orthopaedic  Treatment.  The  following  figures  refer  to  non-tuber- 

culous  infants  below  school  age  dealt  with 
under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  scheme  during  1937  : — 

Patients  who  received  residential  treatment  at 
the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Attendances  at  After-Care  Clinic  ...  ...  246 

Attendances  at  Massage  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  182 

A more  complete  account  of  the  Council’s  orthopaedic  work  among 
children  is  given  in  my  Report  to  the  Education  Authority  for  1937,  pages 
12  to  14. 

It  may  be  mentioned  here,  how^ever,  that  there  was  a considerable 
increase  in  the  amount  of  treatment  found  necessary  for  cases  of  infantile 
paralysis.  Some  of  these,  as  1 pointed  out  in  the  School  Report,  seemed 
to  be  atypical  in  their  onset  and  were  possibly  associated  with  other 
infectious  diseases. 


The  visits  paid  during  1937  were  as  follows  : 

To  children  under  one  year  ... 
To  children  between  one  and  five 
Others 
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Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes  At  the  end  of  1937  there  were 

18  Homes  registered,  3 taking 
maternity  cases  only,  7 non-maternity  cases,  and  8 both  kinds.  One 
of  the  Homes  is  in  effect  a private  hospital  with  about  50  beds;  2 are 
equipped  for  all  types  of  work,  surgical  as  well  as  medical ; 6 are  ordinary 
nursing  homes  with  from  six  to  twelve  beds  and  catering  mainly  for 
medical  cases;  6 are  similar  but  smaller  homes  with  less  than  six  beds; 
and  3 are  small  maternity  homes  charging  comparatively  low  fees.  The 
Forbes  Fraser  Hospital  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  sections  187 
to  195  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  now  replaces  the  Nursing 
Homes  Registration  Act  of  1927. 

All  the  homes  are  inspected  regularly  by  one  of  the  medical  officers. 
All  are  well  conducted,  though  in  a small  number  of  cases  careful  super- 
vision is  found  necessary  to  secure  what  we  consider  a proper  standard. 
Bye-laws  have  not  been  adopted,  but  those  relating  to  maternity  homes 
drawn  up  under  the  Bath  Act  of  1925  are  still  in  force. 


On  Register  at  beginning  of  1937  . 

N arsing 
1 tomes 
only. 

..  7 

Maternity 

ttonies 

only. 

4 

Combined 
N ursing  & 
Maternity. 
8 

Applications  during  1937 

..  1 

0 

1- 

Number  registered 

..  1 

0 

1- 

Cancelled  through  closure  of  Home, 

..  1 

1 

0 

Cancelled  on  change  of  ownership.. 

. 0 

0 

1- 

Removed  to  another  category 

..  0 

0 

0 

Appeals  and  applications  for 
exemption 

..  0 

0 

0 

Registered  at  end  of  1937 

..  7 

3 

8 

One  Home  changed  hands 

“BIRTH  CONTROL”  CLINIC 

This  Clinic,  established  in  April,  1931,  is  carried  on  in  accordance 
with  the  standards  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health — that  is  to  say, 
that  advice  in  regard  to  contraception  is  limited  to  those  married  women 
attending  the  Council’s  Centres  for  whom  further  pregnancy  is  considered 
likely  on  medical  grounds  to  be  detrimental  to  health.  It  is  under  the 
administrative  control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  through  whom 
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all  arrangements  must  be  made.  Selected  patients  are  referred  for 
appropriate  advice  to  a lady  doctor  practising  in  Bath.  They  are  seen  at 
her  surgery,  and  she  receives  from  the  Council  a fixed  fee  for  each  case. 

Seventeen  cases  were  referred  to  the  Clinic  and  15  attended.  All 
who  went  were  considered  suitable  for  instruction  in  contraceptive  methods. 
In  every  case  the  patient  was  suffering  from  severe  debility,  or  anaemia, 
or  varicose  veins,  usually  following  too  frequent  or  too  many  pregnancies. 

ADOPTION  OF  CHILDREN  ACT,  1926 

At  the  request  of  the  Magistrates  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  has  agreed  to  act  as  “ guardian  ad  litem  ” under  Section  8 
of  the  Act  in  connection  with  cases  coming  before  the  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  in  Bath.  Investigations  are  made  by  me  personally  on  behalf 
of  the  Committee  and  a written  report  is  sent  for  the  information  of  the 
Magistrates. 

During  1937,  ten  cases  were  investigated,  bringing  the  total  number 
up  to  137  since  the  Act  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1927.  In  every 
case,  the  child  was  already  living  with  the  applicant  or  applicants.  All 
the  applications  were  granted  unconditionally.  Except  in  one  instance, 
that  of  a woman  living  apart  from  her  husband,  but  having  his  consent, 
the  applications  were  made  jointly  by  husband  and  wife.  Only  one  of 
the  children  was  legitimate,  and  in  only  one  case  was  the  child  related  to 
an  applicant.  The  ages  were:  under  1,  one;  1 to  3,  five;  4 to  10,  two; 
age  14,  one;  and  age  19,  one.  With  the  older  children,  the  question  of 
obtaining  an  altered  birth  certificate  is  usually  involved.  Where  very  young 
ones  are  concerned,  however,  it  is  often  quite  literally  the  introduction  of 
the  homeless  child  to  the  childless  home,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  about 
the  beneficient  effect  on  the  psychological  outlook  of  the  adoptors.  Whether 
they  are  not  so  absorbed  in  the  satisfactions  of  the  present  that  they  fail 
to  give  due  consideration  to  the  possible  difficulties  and  responsibilities  of 
the  future  is  another  matter — perhaps,  however,  it  is  as  w'ell  in  this  matter 
not  to  give  too  much  thought  to  the  morrow. 


30 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Watef  An  unrestricted  supply  was  available  for  the  whole  year  and  there 
were  ample  reserves.  Occasional  use  was  made  of  the  Midford 
springs,  which  are  proving  a valuable  asset,  and  a certain  amount  of 
water  was  obtained  from  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  in 
accordance  with  the  arrangements  described  in  my  Report  for  1934,  page 
28.  No  important  new  works  were  undertaken. 

All  water  is  sterilised  at  one  or  other  of  seven  different  treatment 
stations.  The  effect  of  the  process  can  be  estimated  with  much  accuracy 
by  means  of  the  twice  a month  analyses  which  are  made  of  the  treated 
water  obtained  at  these  points  and  of  the  frequent  control  analyses  of 
the  same  supplies  before  they  reach  the  sterilising  plant.  The  untreated 
waters  usually,  though  by  no  means  always,  reach  standards  which  would 
have  been  accepted  a few  years  ago,  but  they  are  not  in  accordance  with 
present-day  requirements.  After  treatment  the  water  is  entirely  free  from 
harmful  organisms.  In  arranging  for  this  constant  watch  to  be  kept  on 
the  quality  of  the  water  the  Committee  anticipated  recommendations  which 
have  been  strongly  urged  during  recent  months  as  a result  of  serious 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  occurring  elsewhere. 

Bath’s  water  supply  is  obtained  from  springs  which  How  out 
at  two  geological  levels,  at  the  bases  of  the  upper  and  lower  oolites. 
The  higher  and  more  superficial  springs  respond  more  quickly  to  changes 
in  the  rainfall  than  the  deep  ones.  Typical  analyses  have  been  given 
frequently  in  previous  Reports,  and  two  made  in  1937  are  added  here. 

Chemical 

(Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000). 


Batheaston  Lower 

Midford 

26th  Oct. 

13th  Apri 

Saline  Ammonia 

0036 

.0040 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0036 

.0016 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrate 

176 

.106 

Nitrite 

absent 

absent 

(Contiiuiecl  on  next  page) 
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Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 


in  4 hours  at  80  deg.  F. 

.020 

.016 

Chlorine  as  Chloride 

1.6 

1.8 

Total  dissolved  solids  ... 

37.0 

46.0 

Earthy  Carbonates 

23.5 

25.0 

Earthy  Salts  not  carbonates  ... 

4.0 

3.0 

Hardness 

28.5 

29.0 

Poisonous  Metals 

absent 

absent 

Sediment 

nil 

considerable 

Free  Chlorine  ... 

.080 

nil 

Bacteriological 

Batheaston  Lower  Midford 

26th  Oct. 

13th  April 

Organisms  growing  on  gelatine  at  22°C.  1 per  c.c 

0 per  c.c. 

Organisms  liquefying  gelatine  ... 

0 per  c.c. 

0 per  c.c. 

Organisms  growing  on  Agar  at  37°  C. 

1 per  c.c. 

0 per  c.c. 

B.  Coli  Communis 

abs.  fr. 

ab.  fr. 

100  c.c. 

100  c.c. 

B.  Enteriditis  Sporogenes 

absent 

absent 

The  four  collecting  and  seven  service 

reservoirs  have 

an  aggregate 

capacity  of  63,151,000  gallons.  This  includes  51,971,137  gallons  at 
Monkswood  and  9,334,564  at  Batheaston. 

Although  the  vast  majority  of  houses  receive  the  Council’s  supply,  a 
few  private  sources  still  remain  in  use.  These  are  kept  under  observation 
— see  the  Chief  Inspector’s  report  on  page  60. 

Swimming  Baths.  In  my  last  Report  I referred  to  the  very  careful 

consideration  being  given  by  the  Health  Committee 
to  the  question  of  providing  a new  bath  adequate  to  meet  the  increased 
demands  for  swimming  facilities  in  the  city.  In  view  of  the  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a suitable  site  the  Council  was  advised  in  February, 
1937,  to  set  up  a special  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  further  investigation. 
The  new  Committee  submitted  a comprehensive  report  in  July  (Council 
Minutes,  page  585)  and  a further  one  in  October  (Council  Minutes, 
page  787),  but  the  suggested  schemes  were  eventually  rejected  by  the 
Council  (Council  Minutes,  page  834).  Although  the  position  remains 
in  abeyance  for  the  present,  the  need  for  further  action  in  due  course 
is  widely  recognised, 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  sewage  of  Bath 

is  dealt  with  by  a combined  water  carriage 
system  which  conveys  it  in  the  first  place  to  a station  at  Tw^erton.  From 
here  it  is  forced  through  a 30-in.  main  for  over  5 miles  to  the  Sewage 
Works  at  Saltford  where  the  harmless  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  Avon. 
In  a very  few  instances  the  contents  of  house  drains  can  reach  the  river 
direct  and  in  spite  of  the  difficulties,  some  means  ought  to  be  found  to 
avoid  this.  A certain  number  of  cesspools  and  earth  closets  still  remain 
in  some  of  the  outlying  parts  of  the  city  and  are  kept  under  observation. 

During  the  year  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  the  flooding  of 
houses  in  Lyncombe  Vale  after  heavy  rain.  Some  trouble  was  caused 
by  the  dischaige  of  trade  effluent  into  the  sew'ers  and  the  exercise  of 
statutory  powers  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  its  continuance. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  No  serious  pollution  of  the  Avon  likely  to  cause 

injury  to  health  is  known  to  have  occurred 
during  the  year.  The  general  position  in  regard  to  the  River  Avon 
Catchment  Board’s  scheme  to  prevent  flooding  remains  as  described  in  my 
last  Report. 

Closet  Accommodation.  Apart  from  the  few  cesspools  and  earth 

closets  in  outlying  districts  already  men- 
tioned, w'ater  closets  are  in  use  in  the  whole  area.  During  1937  no 
conversions  took  place,  but  tlie  Inspectors  were  instrumental  in  having 
27  new  water  closets  constructed  and  19  old  ones  replaced  by  more 
modern  types. 

Publ  ic  Cleansing.  Although  no  change  took  place  in  the  general 

method  of  refuse  collection  during  1937,  it  is 
satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  six  new  and  up  to  date  vehicles 
were  ordered.  As  they  come  to  hand  these  will  take  the  place  of  the 
old  dust-carts  which  have  led  to  many  complaints  in  the  past. 

Disposal  of  the  Dead.  The  first  burial  at  the  large  and  beautiful 

new  cemetery  at  Haycombe  took  place  oii 


July  12th. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  Full  details  will  be  found  in  the 

Chief  Inspector’s  Report  on 
pages  52  to  67  and  no  further  reference  is  needed  here. 

Smoke  Abatement.  See  page  64. 

Schools  Matters  of  interest  in  connection  with  Schools  are  referred 
to  in  my  Report  to  the  Education  Authority.  The  fact  that 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Officer  enables 
a very  close  co-operation  between  the  Health  and  School  Medical 
Departments  to  be  secured. 


Section  D 

HOUSING 

A general  review  of  housing  problems  in  Bath  at  the  present  time 
would  have  to  take  into  account  a number  of  important  factors.  These 
would  certainly  include  (a)  an  increasing  demand  on  the  part  of  the 
working-class  population  for  conditions  much  better  than  those  which  only 
a few  years  ago  they  accepted  without  complaint ; (b)  the  progressive 
deterioration  which,  combined  with  the  higher  minimum  standards  now 
required,  is  rather  rapidly  bringing  large  numbers  of  our  older  working- 
class  houses  into  the  category  of  the  unfit ; and  (c)  the  fact  that  applications 
for  Council  houses  are  many  times  in  excess  of  those  which  it  is  at  present 
possible  to  grant.  It  is  true  that  a good  many  of  the  applications  are 
prompted  by  inability  to  pay  the  high  and  even  exorbitant  rents  sometimes 
charged  for  ordinary  houses  and  that  this  difficulty  may  ultimately  adjust 
itself  in  accordance  with  economic  principles.  Notwithstanding  this, 
however,  it  is  clear  that  considerable  extensions  to  the  Council’s  existing 
estates  will  be  necessary  if  we  are  to  raise  the  general  standard  of  housing 
in  the  City  in  the  way  generally  accepted  as  necessary.  The  538  houses 
to  be  built  at  Southdown  will  be  a welcome  and  valuable  contribution,  but 
they  must  be  followed  by  many  more. 

Our  activities  during  1937  can  conveniently  be  discussed  under 
the  following  headings:  (A)  individual  unfit  houses;  (B)  unhealthy  areas; 
(C)  overcrowding;  and  (D)  rehousing. 
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(A).  Ind  ividual  Unfit  Houses.  Details  of  action  taken  are  in- 
cluded in  the  following  table  which  is  set  out  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  A large  majority  of  notices  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  in  dwelling  houses  are  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
The  Housing  Acts  are  used  either  when  considerable  structural  repairs 
are  involved  (Section  9 of  the  1936  Act),  or  when  the  houses  are  con- 
sidered to  be  unfit  for  habitation  and  unable  at  reasonable  expense  to  be 
made  fit  (Section  11).  In  the  first  case  we  serve  a specification  of  the 
repairs  required,  and  in  the  second  a demolition  order  normally  follows 
unless  the  owner  submits  some  approved  alternative  scheme  for  dealing 
with  his  property. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1937  ; — 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  66 

By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  205 

271 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  781 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1378 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  - 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  221 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  328 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  '■ — 

(a.)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(b.)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  delects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  332 

(2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  w'ere 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(c.)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  9 

(d.)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(l)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  tlie 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  •••  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

' (ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  180 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  1018 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(c)  — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  543 

(d)  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

(e)  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report.  See  page  37. 

(B).  Unhealthy  Areas.  In  my  last  report  I gave  details  of  eight 
areas  (Wood  Street  counts  as  two)  in  regard  to  which  the  Ministry’s 


decision  had  been  received 

As  a result  of  the  Enquiry  held 

in  January 

1937,  six  Clearance  Areas 

can  now  be  added.  They  are  ; — 

Houses 

Number  of 

Name  of  Area. 

confirmed. 

inhabitants. 

Widcombe  Courts  No.  1 

6 

17 

Widcombe  Courts  No.  2 

9 

25 

Claverton  Courts  No.  1 

3 

11 

Claverton  Courts  No.  2 

17 

65 

Timbrels  Court 

8 

16 

Temperance  Place 

15 

32 

During  1937  three  more  areas  were  officially  represented  : 
Holloway  No.  1 with  9 houses  and  32  occupants;  Holloway  No.  2 
with  3 houses  and  9 occupants;  and  Camden  Row  with  7 houses  and 
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30  occupants.  The  Ministry’s  Enquiry  has  not  yet  been  held.  Six  other 
areas  with  approximately  131  houses  and  444  occupants  were  under 
consideration  with  a view  to  representation  in  due  course. 

As  far  as  actual  achievement  since  1933  is  concerned,  the  position 
at  the  end  of  1937  in  regard  to  the  confirmed  areas  was  as  follows  : — 
Number  of  persons  already  displaced  ...  534 

Number  awaiting  displacement  ...  ...  251 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  123 

Number  of  houses  to  be  demolished  ...  124 

Correction. — In  my  Report  for  1936  the  numbers  of  houses  confirmed  by 
the  Ministry  in  the  Dolemeads  and  Wood  Street  areas  were  given  as  80  and  61. 
As  a result  of  a subsequent  adjustment  these  were  changed  to  79  and  60  respectively. 

Figures  representing  the  number  of  inhabitants  are  approximate  only  and 
refer  to  a particular  date.  Owing  to  changes  in  tenancies,  subsequent  enumerations 
which  may  be  necessary  are  likely  to  give  different  results. 

(C) .  Overcrowding.  The  general  position  is  shown  by  the  figures 
given  below.  As  I pointed  out  in  my  last  Report,  the  legal  standard  laid 
down  in  the  1936  Act  is  a low  one— for  example,  in  estimating  the 
permitted  number  of  persons  it  has  to  be  assumed  that  the  living  room 
can  be  used  for  sleeping  purposes.  We  have  a large  number  of  border-line 
cases  in  which,  though  technical  overcrowding  does  not  exist,  the  conditions 
arc  very  undesirable. 

Number  of  houses  measured  in  1936  in  connection  with  survey  ...  11,558 

Number  found  to  be  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  233 

Number  abated  before  January  1st,  1937  ...  ...  ...  43 

Number  known  to  be  overcrowded  on  January  1st,  1937  ...  190 

New  cases  discovered  during  1937  (including  15  which  con- 
travened secion  59  of  the  Housing  Act)  ...  ...  25 

Number  abated  during  1937  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Overcrowding  cases  known  at  end  of  1937  ...  ...  ...  131 

(D) .  Rehousing.  It  has  already  been  said  that  the  demand  for 
new  houses  is  much  in  excess  of  the  supply.  Casual  vacancies  in  existing 
estates  do  not  often  occur,  so  that  careful  selection  of  applicants  is 
necessary  if  hardship  is  to  be  minimised.  For  a year  or  two  at  least, 
practically  all  vacancies  will  have  to  be  reserved  for  families  being  dis- 
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placed  from  houses  to  be  demolished  or  to  relieve  serious  overcrowding 
not  arising  as  the  result  of  contravention  of  the  1936  Act. 

The  Health  Department  is  not  responsible  for  the  actual  letting 
but  the  arrangements  are  made  in  close  co-operation  with  us.  Many 
requests  reach  me  for  a preferential  recommendation  on  the  ground  of 
ill  health  of  some  member  of  the  family  and  they  are  often  accompanied 
by  medical  certificates.  Unfortunately,  it  is  impossible  under  existing 
conditions  to  give  any  help  in  these  cases  unless  the  illness  is  directly 
due — and  it  seldom  is — to  structural  defects  either  incapable  of  remedy 
without  vacant  possession,  or  justifying  demolition  under  the  Housing 
Acts. 


Section  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food.  See  pages  56  to  67. 


Section  F 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

An  analysis  of  notifications  received  and  cases  removed  to 
hospital  during  1937  in  relation  to  the  age  and  sex  of  the  patients 
is  given  on  page  70.  On  page  7,  notifications,  attack-rates,  deaths  and 
death-rates,  of  the  principal  diseases  are  summarised  and  the  figures 
compared  with  similar  ones  for  previous  years.  Further  details  in 
regard  to  particular  diseases  are  given  below. 

Diphtheria.  The  increased  prevalence  to  which  I referred  last  year 
continued  during  1937.  128  cases  were  notified  as  com- 

pared with  111  in  1936  and  an  average  of  51  for  the  preceding  5 years. 
This  number,  though  relatively  high  for  our  own  city,  is  almost  exactly 
what  we  might  have  expected  if  we  based  our  calculations  on  the 
aggregate  experience  of  London  and  the  large  towns  during  1937.  Three 
patients  died,  so  that  the  number  of  deaths  per  thousand  population  (0.04) 
was  little  more  than  half  that  of  the  country  as  a whole  (0.07).  The 
distribution  of  cases  was  widespread  and  was  not  localised  to  any  one 
district.  See  also  pages  42  to  44. 
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Antitoxin  is  alwaj-s  available  at  the  Health  Office  for  use  by  private 
practitioners  and  is  supplied  free  of  charge  in  suitable  cases.  22,000  units 
in  all  were  distributed  in  1937.  Apart  from  this,  it  is  of  course,  freely 
used  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  where  the  dose  given  usually  varies  from 
8,000  units  in  a mild  case  to  30,000  or  more  in  a severe  one.  (See  page 
44. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  arrangements  were  put  in  hand  for 
the  immunisation  of  children  whose  parents  were  willing.  The  first 

sessions  were  held  in  January,  1938.  As  a rule  we  are  giving  three  in- 
jections of  T.A.F.  at  intervals  of  three  weeks,  to  be  followed  by  a Schick 

test  after  about  three  months.  Older  children  have  a preliminary  Schick 

test  to  find  out  whether  immunisation  is  necessary. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  total  notifications  numbered  78,  as  compared  with 
124,  89  and  124  in  the  three  preceding  years.  The 
cases  were  generally,  though  not  always,  of  a mild  type.  No  deaths 
from  this  disease  have  been  recorded  since  1930. 

Enteric  or  Tj'phoid  Fever  During  1935  and  1936  we  were  completely 

free  from  typhoid  infections  except  for  one 
case  definitely  contracted  outside  the  city.  Then,  within  three  days,  in 
the  early  summer  of  1937,  I was  notified  of  four  cases  and  informed  of 
a fifth  living  just  outside  the  city.  All  gave  positive  Widal  reaction  to 
Para  fi  and  all  recovered.  The  most  careful  enquiries  failed  to  discover 
any  common  factor  likely  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  outbreak.  Probably 
it  was  due  to  contaminated  food.  Two  cases  were  in  one  family,  but 
the  four  houses  involved  were  widely  separated. 

Srnill^pDX.  No  cases  were  notified.  We  have  an  arrangement  with 
the  Wilts  County  Council  by  which  patients  can  be  moved 
to  a special  Hospital  in  the  County.  See  Report  for  1928,  page  11. 

Vaccination.  About  nine  out  of  every  ten  infants  born  in  Bath 
remain  unvaccinated. 

Influenza.  Forty-three  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  disease  as  com- 
pared with  16  in  1936  and  an  average  of  26  for  the  three 
preceding  years.  For  the  most  part  they  occurred  during  the  first  quarter 
and  all  but  four  were  of  people  over  45. 
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Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Seventeen  cases  were 

notified  (one  as  puerperal 
fever).  Thirteen  of  the  patients  received  treatment  at  the  Royal 
United  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  Six  notifications  were  received,  but 

in  view  of  the  considerable  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  admitted  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  I do  not  think  they  represent  the  true  incidence  in  the  city.  A 
further  reference  to  this  point  is  made  on  page  12  of  my  report  as  School 
Medical  Officer. 

No  cases  of  dysentery,  psittacosis,  anthrax,  or  malaria  were  known 
to  have  occurred,  but  there  was  one  case  of  cerebro-spinal  fever. 

Disinfection  continues  to  be  carried  out  on  the  lines  described  in 
previous  reports — see  1935,  page  42,  and  1930,  page  36. 

For  Hospital  procedure  and  administration  see  page  42. 

For  Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Diseases,  and  Cancer,  see  pages  46 

to  50. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified,  Admittances  to 
Hospital,  and  Deaths  during  the  Year  1937. 


Total  Cases 

Cases 

admitted  to 

•Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

78 

71 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

128 

135'“' 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

16 

12 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  ••• 

47 

17 

12 

Erysipelas 

20 

6 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

1 

■ — 

Acute  Anterior  Polio-myelitis 

6 

6 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

1 

1 

2 

• Including  8 “carriers.” 
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An  analysis  of  cases  under  age  groups  will  be  found  on  page  70 
and  for  deaths  on  pages  68  and  69. 

LABORATORY  WORK 

The  City  undertakes  the  following  pathological  examinations 
free  of  charge  for  private  practitioners  : (a)  throat  and  nose  swabs  ; 
(b)  blood  and  other  material  in  suspected  typhoid  ; (c)  sputum  for 
tubercle  bacillus;  (d)  sputum  in  pneumonia  (added  1935)  ; (e)  blood 
specimens  and  slides  in  suspected  venereal  disease  ; (f)  for  certain 
other  conditions,  including  puerperal  p3^rexia. 

In  addition,  a considerable  number  of  investigations  are  made  in 
connection  with  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  School  Clinics,  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  and  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  the 
Royal  United  Hospital. 

Pathological  Examinations.  The  following  table  indicates  the 

nature  and  extent  of  the  examina- 
tions made  during  1937  and  also  the  places  where  they  were  under- 
taken - 


Examinations  Positive.  Negative.  Total. 


b 

Diphtheria  Bacillus 

130 

....  1471 

....  1601 

b 

ditto  virulence 

3 

3 

6 

ab 

Gonococcus 

30 

35 

....  65 

a 

Wasserinann  Reaction 

...  134 

b 

Widal  tests 

4 

1 1 

15 

b 

Faeces 

8 

c 

Tubercle  Bacillus — sputum 

....  48 

d 

Ringworm  Fungus 

* 

b 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid 

2 

b 

Analysis  of  Urine 

....  38 

b 

Miscellaneous 

5 

a Bristol  University  Department  of  Preventive  Medicine. 
b Bath  Central  Laboratory.  c Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

School  Clinic. 

* Exact  numbers  not  available, 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

The  Hospital,  which  was  rebuilt  during  the  years  1930-1934,  stands 
on  an  area  of  about  seven  acres  on  Claverton  Down,  three  miles  from 
the  centre  of  the  city  and  at  a height  of  500  feet  above  sea  level.  A full 
description,  with  illustrations  and  plans,  was  included  in  my  Report  for 
1934. 

Accommodation  is  provided  for  70  patients  in  four  blocks,  one  of 
which  is  a cubicle  block  with  ten  rooms.  One  of  the  cubicle  wards  is 
fitted  up  for  use  as  a small  theatre.  Altogether  there  are  22  separate 
wards  or  rooms,  so  that  a considerable  variety  of  diseases  and  complications 
can  be  admitted.  In  modern  fever  hospital  practice  there  is  an  increasing 
tendency  to  segregate  not  only  separate  diseases,  but  varying  types  of  the 
same  disease,  and  it  may  eventually  be  desirable  still  further  to  subdivide 
some  of  the  existing  wards.  In  addition,  we  have  an  administration  block 
with  accommodation  for  the  nursing  and  domestic  staff ; a laundry  and 
technical  block;  a mortuary;  and  two  houses  for  the  resident  engineer  and 
the  chauffeur-gardener.  During  1937  the  Council  purchased  a house  a few 
hundred  yards  from  the  Hospital  for  the  use  (at  an  agreed  rental)  of  the 
assistant  engineer.  Once  more  we  were  greatly  indebted  to  the  Mayor’s 
Employment  Scheme  for  labour  to  continue  the  laying  out  of  the  grounds. 

The  increased  prevalence  of  diphtheria  mentioned  in  my  last 
Report  (page  44)  continued  during  1937  and  the  staffing  difficulties  to 
which  I also  referred  made  it  essential  to  reconsider  the  existing  position. 
As  a result,  a scheme  was  placed  before  the  Committee  early  in  1938  which 
involved  (a)  raising  the  salary  scales ; (b)  a larger  maximum  staff ; and 
(c)  additional  bedrooms.  These  changes  are  intended  to  meet  the  need  for 
attracting  suitable  applicants  and  for  reducing  the  hours  of  duty.  Further 
details  will  be  given  later. 

Hlipital  Statistics.  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1937. 

Number.  Deaths. 


Cases  admitted  as  : 

City. 

Rural. 

City. 

Rural 

Diphtheria 

129 

10 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

71 

10 

2* 

— 

Diphtheria  Carriers  ... 

8 

1 

— 

— 

Mumps 

4 

— 

— 

• pied  1938 
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Observation  ... 

... 

7 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Ringworm 

...  • • • 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Carbuncle 

... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tonsillitis 

... 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

... 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

... 

232 

26 

5 

1 

Number  of 

Average 

daily 

Monthly 

avei  age 

(i 

patient-clays  ” 

No.  in  Hospital. 

Maximum. 

Minimum 

1937 

11565 

31.7 

52 

19 

1932-36  ... 

9857 

27.0 

40 

16 

1927-31  ... 

8738 

23.9 

36 

14 

Clinical  Notes,  1937  One  patient  sent  in  as  diphtheria  was  considered 

to  be  suffering  also  from  scarlet  fever.  In  one 
case  of  diphtheria  and  one  of  scarlet  fever,  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 

One  child  admitted  as  diphtheria  developed  chicken-pox  two  days 
later  and  was  sent  in  again  shortly  after  her  discharge  suffering  from 
scarlet  fever.  Chicken-pox  was  introduced  on  one  other  occasion  and 
measles  once.  No  secondary  cases  of  chicken-pox  occurred,  but  four 
contacts  developed  measles.  A second  individual  was  admitted  twice  during 
the  year,  once  for  diphtheria  and  once  as  a carrier. 

One  tracheotomy  was  performed  but  the  child,  who  was  already 
in  extremis,  died.  The  surgeon  also  did  mastoid  operations  on  two  patients 
and  antral  irrigations  in  another.  One  child  was  transferred  to  the  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Hospital  for  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids.  A 
physician  was  called  in  for  consultation  four  times  (for  three  patients). 
Two  scarlet  fever  relapses  were  noted,  one  on  the  35th  and  one  on  the 
22nd  day. 


44 


Eight  patients  were  admitted  for  observation  : — 


Considered  to  be — 
Impetigo. 

Erythema  following  injections. 
Food  poisoning. 

Not  chicken-pox. 

Influenza. 

Confirmed. 

Streptococcal  infection. 


Provisional  diagnosis. 

Chicken-pox  (two). 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric. 

Incubating  chicken-pox. 

Influenza  or  threatened  abortion. 

Post  diphtheritic  paralysis. 

Diphtheria. 

Patients  were  admitted  by  request  from  : — 

Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  18  : — 

Diphtheria,  -1  (including  2 staff);  Scarlet  Fever,  6;  Mumps,  4 
(including  1 staff) ; Ringworm,  2 ; Observation, 2. 

Royal  United  Hospital,  10  : — 

Diphtheria,  3 (including  1 staff) ; Diphtheria  carriers,  4 ; 
Scarlet  Fever,  2;  Measles,  1. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital  : — 

1,  Diphtheria. 

Public  Assistance  Committee  : — 

1,  Scarlet  Fever. 

One  case  was  also  removed  from  a bostel,  a Home,  a nursing  home, 
and  from  a school.  Three  of  our  own  staff  are  included  in  the  admissions 
— all  for  tonsillitis. 

There  were  139  cases  of  diphtheria,  with  -1  deaths,  giving  the  low 
case  mortality  of  2.88  (last  year,  3.64).  A classification  based  on  the 
amount  of  serum  considered  necessary  shows  the  following;  — 

Very  severe  30,000  units  or  more  ...  24  cases. 

Severe  20,000 — 29,000  ...  29  cases. 

Moderate  severity  10,000 — 19,000  ...  47  cases. 

Mild  Less  than  10,000  ...  39  cases. 

Nine  other  patients  were  given  doses  of  less  than  10,000. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Superintendent 
and  is  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  patients.  Cases  of  infectious 
disease  from  the  Bathavon  Rural  District  and  occasionally  frcm  other 
areas  are  admitted  by  arrangement. 

The  whole  of  the  nursing  staff  is  inpmmised  against  diphtheria, 
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CANCER. 

During  1937,  the  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  cancer  (and 
sarcoma)  was  149.  This  is  two  more  than  in  1936,  seven  less  than  in 
1935,  and  seven  more  than  the  average  of  1931-35.  It  might  be  pointed 
out  that  cancer  is  a disease  of  later  life  and  that  quite  apart  from  any 
other  factor,  if  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  able  to  develop  and  to 
bring  about  its  fatal  effects  remain  unchanged,  the  increasing  proportion 
of  people  now  reaching  the  higher  age  groups  inevitably  tends  in  itself 
to  produce  a rise  in  the  death  rate  from  the  disease.  An  analysis  of  the 
deaths  according  to  age  and  sex  is  given  on  page  68. 

The  measures  taken  by  the  Authority  to  alleviate  to  some  extent 
the  hardship  and  discomfort  to  which  both  patients  and  their  relations 
are  liable  have  been  described  at  length  in  several  previous  reports  (e.g., 
1937,  pages  47 — 48,  and  1925,  page  33). 

In  connection  with  the  Council’s  scheme  there  were  69  names  on 
the  register  during  1937 — one  less  than  in  1936.  Of  these,  34  had  been 
brought  forward  from  1936.  During  the  year  31  patients  are  known  to 
have  died,  two  were  lost  sight  of  and  10  had  their  names  removed  from  the 
list  as  apparently  cured  or  no  longer  in  need  of  assistance.  This  leaves  26 
to  be  carried  forward  to  1938.  Assistance  was  actually  given  to  53  patients. 
In  40  cases  the  cost  of  home  nursing  undertaken  by  the  staff  of  the  District 
Nursing  Association  was  paid  for  by  the  Council  at  the  agreed  rate  of  9d. 
a visit.  The  total  number  of  visits  amounted  to  2,399,  but  the  number 
varied  from  3 to  255  in  individual  instances.  ' The  patients  were  not  in 
a position  to  pay  nursing  fees  and  no  insurance  money  was  available  for 
the  purpose.  Twenty-one  patients  were  supplied  with  dressings  and 
disinfectants  through  the  Health  Office.  The  Council  also  pays  half  the 
cost,  in  approved  cases,  of  treatment  by  deep  ray  therapy  arranged 
through  the  Royal  United  Hospital  and  of  radium  treatment  given  at  that 
Hospital.  In  1937,  11  patients  received  treatment  by  deep  ray  therapy; 
4 by  radium ; and  3 by  both  deep  ray  and  radium. 

BUND  PERSONS 

The  Blind  Persons  Act  of  1920  is  administered  by  the  City  Council 
through  the  Health  Committee  in  conjunction  with  the  Bath  Society  for 
the  Blind.  Since  April  1st,  1934,  relief  has  been  administered  direct 
by  the  City  Council,  who  also  assumed  control  of  the  workshop. 
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The  number  of  registered  blind  persons  in  the  City  at  the  end  of 
March,  1938,  was  184.  This  includes  24  accepted  during  the  previous 
twelve  months  after  examination  by  an  eye  surgeon.  5 others  were  also 
examined,  but  were  found  not  to  be  blind  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act.  About  90  received  grants,  which  varied  from  2/-  to  22/  6d.  a 
week.  The  net  cost  to  the  City,  after  deducting  £315  for  sale  of 
articles  made  at  the  workshop,  was  £3,124. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  scope  of  the  Council’s  scheme  may  be  inferred  from  the 
description  of  the  various  activities  which  are  carried  on.  The  whole  of 
the  work  is  now  done  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Health  Committee; 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  charge  of  the  administrative  side;  one 
of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  is  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer; 
and  there  is  a fully  trained  nurse  who  devotes  all  her  time  to  visiting 
patients,  helping  the  doctor  at  the  Dispensary  and  keeping  records. 

Notifications  and  Deaths.  During  1937,  the  number  of  notifications 

was  the  lowest,  and  of  deaths  the  lowest 
but  one,  on  record.  Still  more  important  is  the  fact  that  there  has 
been,  as  the  following  table  indicates,  an  almost  continuous  decline 
in  both  figures  during  the  last  quarter  of  a century..  The  set  back  in  the 
1931-35  period  was  temporary  and  was  probably  associated  with  an 
increased  prevalence  of  inlluenza — the  “ peak  ” years  for  deaths  from 
influenza  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  in  succession,  1933  and  1934. 
(See  also  my  Report  for  1935,  page  48).  Notifications  should,  of  course, 
be  an  accurate  index  of  the  amount  of  new  disease  arising,  but  it  is 
subject  to  variations,  due  to  differing  medical  views  in  regard  to  diagnosis 
in  border-line  cases  and  to  other  personal  factors.  Death,  on  the  other 
hand,  while  it  cannot  be  denied,  is  often  separated  by  years  from  the 
conditions  primarily  responsible.  Taken  together,  however,  over  a series 
of  years,  these  two  sources  of  information  almost  certainly  enable  us  to 
form  a reliable  estimate  of  the  position.  If  this  is  so,  the  figures  shown 
in  this  table  suggest  that  we  are  fully  justified  in  pressing  forward  in 
the  fight  against  a dread  disease  in  a spirit  of  optimism  and  confidence. 
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Notifications.  Deaths. 

Non-  Non- 


Pulmonary. 

pulmonary. 

Total.  P 

ulmonary. 

pulmonary.  Total. 

1937 

38 

13 

51 

32 

4 

36 

1936 

47 

12 

59 

53 

4 

57 

1931-35 

80 

20 

100 

40 

9 

49 

1926-30 

67 

19 

86 

42 

7 

49 

1921-25 

79 

17 

96 

43 

12 

55 

1916-20 

138 

25 

163 

57 

13 

70 

1911-15 

133 

40 

173 

61 

14 

75 

Of  the  51  notifications  for 

1937,  7 pulmonary  (no 

non-pulmon 

ary) 

had  died  by 

31st  Mar 

■ch,  1938,  5 

within  three 

months  of  notification. 

25 

of  them  were  included  among  admissions  to  sanatoria  during  the  year,  19 
to  Winsley  and  6 elsewhere. 

The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  of  Notifications  on 
31st  December,  1937,  was  337.  A j'ear  previously  it  was  383. 

An  analysis  of  notifications  according  to  age  and  sex  is  given  on 
page  70,  and  a similar  analysis  of  deaths  on  page  68. 

Of  the  32  patients  who  died  in  the  city  (there  were  4 “ inward 
transfers  ”)  4 had  not  been  notified — 3 pulmonary  and  1 non-pulmonary. 
Tire  ratio  of  non-notified  to  total  deaths  was  12^  per  cent.  Generally 
speaking,  notification  is  carried  out  satisfactorily  in  the  area,  and  there 
is  no  occasion  for  action  on  the  ground  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to 
notify. 


The  Dispensary  is  at  26,  Charles  Street.  The  following  figures  are 
taken  from  the  returns  made  to  the  Ministry  of 

Health. 


Patients  referred  to  Dispensary  for  examination 
Found  tuberculous 

...  40 

180 

Contacts  examined 

Found  tuberculous 

...  2 

125 

Total  attendances,  including  above 

1447 

Visits  to  patients  at  home  or  institution 

158 

X-ray  examinations 

185 

Milk  was  distributed  at  the  Council’s  expense,  to  65  individual 
patients  in  1937.  The  cost  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1938,  was  £62 

During  the  year  the  City  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  paid  2,018 
effective  home  visits,  as  well  as  being  in  regular  attendance  with  the 
Medical  Officer  at  the  Clinic. 

Sanatorium  Treatment.  The  Council  has  purchased  and  maintains 

14  beds  at  Winsley  Sanatorium.  This 
Institution,  which  is  six  miles  from  the  City,  was  founded  in  1904,  and 
since  the  beginning  of  1936  has  had  135  beds.  It  is  intended  for  cases  of 
early  tuberculosis  in  adults  and  is  reserved  almost  exclusively  for  patients 
sent  by  the  Councils  of  Wilts,  Bristol  and  Bath. 

In  addition  to  those  at  Winsley,  a number  of  beds  are  available 
for  tuberculous  children  and  for  adults  with  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
in  institutions  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  purpose. 
Children  suffering  from  crippling  defects  due  to  tuberculosis  are  sent 
to  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Children’s  Orthopaedic  Hospital  at  Combe 
Park.  During  1937,  38  individual  patients  were  discharged  from  Winsley 
on  completion  of  treatment,  6 from  Combe  Park,  (four  to  their  homes 
and  two  to  the  Beckford  Orthopaedic  Hospital  near  Warminster);  2 from 
the  National  Children’s  Home  Sanatorium  at  Harpenden,  and  1 from  the 
Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital  at  Margate.  One  patient  died  at  the 
Harpenden  Sanatorium.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  20  patients  were  re- 
ceiving institutional  treatment — 13  at  Winsley;  2 at  Combe  Park;  3 at 
Beckford  Hospital;  1 at  Margate;  and  1 at  King  George’s  Sanatorium, 
Liphook. 

The  Winsley  patients  were  classified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  that 
institution  on  discharge  as  follows  : — 

Fit  for  work  ...  ...  8 

Improved  ...  ...  ...  24 

Not  improved  ...  ...  6 

No  residential  accommodation  for  cases  of  advanced  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  is  included  in  the  Council’s  scheme,  but  two  special  wards  are 
available  for  such  patients  at  Frome  Read  Infirmary.  On  the  average 
about  10  beds  are  in  occupation.  The  facilities  for  care  and  treatment 
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there  are  excellent.  The  existing  arrangements,  however,  fall  short  of 
what  is  desirable  because  of  the  inevitable  association  with  the  Poor  Law. 
Pending  the  provision  of  new  accommodation — and  this  is  bound  up  with 
certain  larger  schemes  now  under  consideration — the  possibility  of  im- 
proving the  position  by  administrative  changes  is  being  investigated. 

General  Observations  Artificial  light  treatment  is  available  at  the 

City  Bathing  Establishment,  but  com- 
paratively little  use  is  made  of  it. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  refills  are  done  by  arrangement  at  the 
Winsley  Sanatorium.  During  1937,  12  individual  patients  had  113  refills. 

The  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  give  a great  deal  of 
valuable  assistance  to  the  poorer  section  of  our  patients,  not  in  the  form 
of  direct  money  grants  for  ordinary  maintenance,  but  in  a variety  of  otiier 
ways.  The  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  October,  1937,  refeis  to 
the  following  activities  : — distribution  of  27  parcels  of  clothing  or  bedding; 
12  parcels  of  groceries;  24cwts.  of  coal;  10  Christmas  dinners;  gifts 
of  beds  to  two  patients  to  enable  them  to  sleep  alone,  and  of  books  to 
bed-ridden  patients;  purchase  of  knitting,  and  an  allowance  towards  cost 
of  motor  cycle  for  transport  to  and  from  work.  The  Committee  is  linked 
up  with  the  Health  Committee,  but  apart  from  a small  grant  for 
administrative  expenses,  receives  no  financial  aid  from  the  Council. 

The  Council  owuis  two  hut  shelters  which  are  in  nearly  constant 
use  for  selected  cases. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925.  No  formal  use  was  made 
of  the  power  given  under  section  158  of  the  Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925, 
the  provisions  of  which  are  similar  to  those  of  section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  and  of  section  172  of  the  1936  Act. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Under  the  Council’s  scheme  provision  is  made  for  free  treatment 
at  tli3  Royal  United  Hospital  by  a senior  member  of  the  Hospital  staff. 
Three  clinics  are  held  each  week  from  5 to  6.30  p.m.,  on  Tuesdays  for 
women,  and  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  for  men.  Treatment  can  also  be 
pbtairied  any  other  time,  day  or  night,  if  necessary-  The  cases  dealt 
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with  are  mainly  those  from  Bath  and  from  the  neighbouring  parts  of 
Somerset  and  Wilts.  The  Hospital  pays  all  expenses  and  makes  a pro 
rata  charge  on  an  agreed  scale  to  the  authorities  concerned,  the  City’s 
share  daring  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1938,  being  70%  of  the  total. 

Average 
1937.  1936.  1931-35 

Number  of  new  patients  ...  8lJ  74  69 

* Total  number  of  out-patient  attendances...  1218  1211  1361 

i'Average  cost  of  each  attendance  ...  6/7  6/5  5/l0 

Total  number  of  “ in-patient  ” days  ...  46  0 13 

NOTES  : seen  by  Medical  Officer — ^not  “intermediate  treatment.’’  The 

number  of  irrigations  was  1692,  (1,065  in  1936). 

tYear  ended  31st  March,  following. 

iSyphilis,  29;  Gonorrhoea.  33  ; Soft  Chancre,  0;  Not  Venereal,  19. 

All  the  above  figures  refer  to  Bath  only. 

For  details  as  to  the  number  of  pathological  examinations  made, 
see  page  41 . 

The  arsenical  compounds  used  were  tryparsamide,  mapharside,  stovarsol 
(by  mouth),  novarsenobillon,  and  sulpharsenol,  Many  injections 
of  bismostal  were  also  given. 

A very  small  number  of  Bath  patients  treated  at  Clinics  elsewhere 
are  not  included 

Educational  and  propaganda  work  in  connection  with  venereal 
disease  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Bath  branch  of  the  British  Social  Hygiene 
Council,  to  which  suitable  financial  help  is  given  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Health  Committee.  The  outstanding  feature  of  an  active  year 
was  a series  of  lectures  on  “ Sex  and  Human  Relationships  ” by  a medical 
lecturer  from  headquarters.  Large  audiences  were  attracted,  and  much 
interest  aroused.  The  Branch  is  anxious  to  co-operate  with  other  societies, 
associations,  and  groups  in  the  City  by  providing  lectures  and  films  bearing 
on  Social  Hygiene.  A separate  report  is  published  by  the  Branch. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS’ 
SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1922 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  Council’s  scheme  on  1st  October, 
1934,  every  appointment  to  an  established  post  under  the  Council  has  been 
subject  to  a satisfactory  report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the 
health  of  the  selected  candidate.  The  number  of  such  posts  is  approximately 
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865  of  which  rather  more  than  600  are  workmen.  The  number  of 
medical  examinations  carried  out  by  the  staff  is  as  follows  : — 


1934 

9 

1935 

76 

1936 

62 

1937 

106 

In  addition,  special  reports  are  made  on  those  claiming  a pension 
on  the  ground  of  ill  health. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THIL 

Chief  Sanitary  inspector 

For  the  Year  1937. 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a report  on 
the  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Department  during  1937. 

To  arrange  for  more  efficient  supervision  of  food  and  food  premises, 
including  slaughterhouses,  the  duties  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors  were  re- 
arranged in  order  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Elliott  might  devote  most  of  his  time  to 
food  inspection,  and  the  result  of  this  arrangement  has  been  very 
satisfactory. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Jenkinson,  who  had  been  an  Assistant  Inspector  on  the 
staff  since  1st  May,  1935,  terminated  his  appointment  on  11th  September, 
1937,  having  secured  a post  with  the  Cirencester  U.D.C.  The  vacancy 
was  filled  by  'Mr.  J.  Mullin,  from  Liverpool  Corporation,  who  commenced 
his  duties  in  Bath  on  November  15th,  1937. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  connection  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Shops  Acts,  resulting  in  numerous  improvements  being  effected. 

Adulteration  of  milk  was  again  the  subject  of  legal  proceedings  on 
several  occasions,  although  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  percentage  of 
adulterated  samples  in  Bath  compared  more  favourably  with  the  figures 
for  England  and  Wales  than  in  the  previous  year.  It  is  hoped  that 
improvement  in  this  direction  will  continue. 

I desire  to  acknowledge  with  sincere  thanks  the  cordial  support 
\vhich  I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
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Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  all  members  of  the  staff. 
The  excellent  co-operation  which  has  existed  within  the  Department,  and 
also  with  the  other  Departments  of  the  Corporation,  has  undoubtedly  led 
to  smooth  and  efficient  service.  In  this  connection  I am  particularly  in- 
debted to  Dr.  Blackett,  who  has  at  all  times  been  a Departmental  Chief 
under  whom  it  has  been  a pleasure  to  serve. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  TYLER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK,  ETC.,  1937 

No.  of  inspections  of  Butchers'  Shops,  Food  Stores,  etc. 

,,  Common  Lodging-houses 
,,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
,,  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 
,,  Houses,  after  infectious  disease 
,,  ,,  infested  with  Vermin 

,,  „ owned  by  the  Corporation 

,,  , .occupied  by  prospective  Council 

House  tenants 

,,  ,,  on  receipt  of  application  for  a 

Council  House 

,,  ,,  Measured  for  Overcrowding 

,,  Offensive  Trade  Premises 
,,  Piggeries 

,,  Streams  in  respect  of  pollution,  etc. 

,,  Places  of  Public  Entertainment 
,,  Out-workers’  Premises 
,,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
under  the  Rats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 
,,  Shops  Acts  1912-1934 

observations  under  the  Public  Health 

(Smoke  Abatement)  Act 

visits  to  Slaughter-houses  . . 

Mi.scellaneous  visits  not  recorded  above 


458 

12 

129 

198 

194 

41 

119 

204 

74 

52 

20 

22 

16 

22 

6 

7 

832 

121 

47 

2360 

4090 
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Total  No.  of  inspections,  re-inspections,  visits  of  inquiry,  etc.  9680 
(Inspections,  etc.  under  Housing  Acts  (1253)  are  included  in  the 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  under  HOUSING.) 


Notices  Served  : 

Public  Health  Acts,  (a)  Intimation 

(b)  Statutory 

Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925  (a)  Intimation 

(b)  Statutory 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926 

Requiring  cleansing  of  premises 
,,  provision  of  dustbins 

,,  removal  of  manure 

,,  lime-Wd.sh.ing  of  Slaughter-houses. . 

,,  ,,  ,,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

,,  abatement  of  Smoke  nuisances 

,,  ,,  ,,  Overcrowding  ... 

Nuisances  Abated. 

From  defective  water-closets  and  urinals  . . 

,,  drains  requiring  partial  reconstruction 
,,  defective  drains,  soil-pipes,  W.C.’s,  etc. 

,,  ,,  rainwater  pipes,  eaves  gutters,  etc.  . . 

,,  ,,  roofs,  walls,  etc.  . . 

,,  „ sinks,  troughs,  lavatory  basins,  etc.  . . 

,,  .,  waste  pipes,  etc.  . . 

,,  ,,  floors 

„ ,,  yards  and  outbuildings 

,,  ,,  cesspools.. 

,,  ,,  ventilation  of  premises 

,,  dampness  . . 

,,  offensive  accumulations 
,,  smoke  emission  (Industrial).. 

,,  ,,  „ (Domestic)  . . 

„ overcrowding 


356 

42 

142 

59 

7 

22 

67 

169 

11 

4 

3 

7 

15 


138 

93 

205 

101 

278 

141 

131 

144 

105 

7 

73 

57 

58 

13 

O 

O 

84 


55 


In  Common  Lodging-liouses 
,,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
,,  Slaughter-houses 
,,  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  etc. 

,,  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  . . 

Other  Works  carried  out. 

No.  of  smoke  or  other  tests  applied  to  drains 
,,  new  drains  laid 

,,  new  water-waste  preventers  fixed 

■ ,,  water-closets  rebuilt 
,,  additional  water-closets  provided 
,,  water  storage  cisterns  abolished 
,,  houses  provided  with  a proper  water  supply  . . 

,,  samples  of  water  analysed  chemically  and  bacteriologically 
,,  premises  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  . . 

,,  ,,  supplied  with  disinfectants  . 

,,  ,,  cleansed,  limewashed,  etc.  . . 

,,  Miscellaneous  works  not  classified  above 

No.  of  complaints  received  and  investigated 

,,  ,,  referred  to  other  Departments 


1 

1 

7 

20 

28 

388 

71 

50 

19 

27 

3 

■ '7 
7 

320 

267 

61 

269 

538 
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DISINFECTION. 


The  following  disinfections  w'ere  carried  out  during  the 

No.  of 

year : — 
No.  of 

Reason  for  disinfection. 

Premises. 

Rooms, 

Scarlet  Fever 

67 

75 

Tuberculosis 

62 

79 

Diphtheria... 

130 

132 

Cancer 

17 

28 

Other  diseases 

14 

32 

Total  ... 

290 

346 

Number  of  steam  disinfections  carried  out 

24 

DISINFEST.^TION. 

The  work  carried  out  in  respect  of  Rats  and  Mice  is  dealt  with 
in  that  section  of  the  Report  dealing  with,  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction) 
Act,  1919. 
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Bug  infestations  necessitated  the  fumigation  of  60  houses,  114 
rooms  being  involved. 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  houses  owned  by  the  Corporation,  and 
204  houses  occupied  by  prospective  Council  house  tenants,  were  inspected, 
and  evidence  of  vermin  was  found  in  3 and  12  houses  respectively.  In 
these  15  cases  disinfestation  was  carried  out  before  the  transfer  of  tenants 
took  place.  A further  42  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  were  disinfested  be- 
fore demolition. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT.  1928. 

During  the  year  248  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  for 
analysis.  This  number  represents  3.6  samples  per  1,000  population. 
Thirteen,  or  5.2  per  cent,  of  the  samples  were  reported  as  being  adulterated. 

Margarine.  Frequent  inspections  were  made  to  see  that  the  requirements 
in  respect  of  labelling,  etc.,  were  complied  with.  No  con- 
traventions were  detected. 

The  percentages  of  adulterated  samples  for  the  previous  five  years 
as  compared  with  the  percentages  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
are  as  follows  : — 


CITY  OF  BATH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Number 

Number 

Percentage 

Number 

Number 

Percentage 

Year 

examined. 

adulterated 

. adult’ed. 

e.xamined. 

adult’ed. 

adult’ed. 

1932 

273 

20 

7-3 

137,981 

7,019 

5 1 

1933 

280 

23 

8-0 

138,171 

7,601 

5-5 

1934 

285 

21 

7.3 

140,583 

7,451 

5 3 

1935 

240 

19 

8.9 

143,831 

7,972 

5’5 

1936 

236 

22 

9 3 

146,438 

7,802 

5 3 

1937 

248 

13 

5-2 

The  following  is  a 

table  of  the  various 

sampler,  taken  : — 

Nature  of  Sample 

No.  of 

Samples  taken  Genuine 

Adulterated 

Aniseed  Balsam 

1 

1 

- 

Aspirin  Tablets 

. . . 

1 

1 

- 

Bread 

. . 

« . . 

1 

1 

- 

Bunflour  ... 

. . . 

1 

1 

- 

Butter 

... 

5 

5 

— 
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Nature  of  Sample  No. 

of  Samples  taken 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Coffee 

1 

1 

- 

Coffee  Extract 

4 

4 

- 

Confectioner}^ 

2 

2 

- 

Cream  (Clotted) 

1 

1 

- 

Cream  (Raw) 

1 

1 

- 

Cream  (Tinned) 

1 

1 

- 

Currants  ... 

3 

3 

- 

Dripping  ... 

1 

1 

- 

Fish  Paste 

7 

7 

- 

Flavouring  Essence 

1 

1 

- 

Flour  (Self-raising) 

3 

3 

- 

Fruit  Drink 

2 

2 

- 

Fruit  Syrup 

1 

1 

- 

Fruit  (Tinned) 

5 

5 

- 

Ginger  Wine 

1 

1 

- 

Glace  Cherries 

1 

1 

- 

Glycerine  ... 

1 

1 

- 

Ground  Almonds 

1 

1 

- 

Herrings  ... 

1 

1 

- 

Honey 

1 

1 

- 

Horseradish  Cream 

1 

1 

- 

Jam 

3 

3 

- 

Lard 

3 

3 

- 

Margarine  ... 

3 

3 

- 

Meat  Paste 

5 

5 

- 

Milk,  Condensed 

9 

9 

- 

New 

104 

93 

11 

,,  Pasteurised 

6 

6 

,,  Tuberculin  Tested...  18 

16 

2 

Mixed  Spice 

3 

3 

- 

Mustard 

1 

1 

- 

Nutmeg 

1 

1 

- 

Peas  (Tinned) 

2 

2 

- 

Pepper 

4 

4 

- 

Pickles 

1 

1 

- 

Pineapple  Powder 

1 

1 

- 
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Nature  of  Sample  No.  of  Samples  taken 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Quinine  Preparation 

1 

1 

- 

Rice 

1 

1 

- 

Sago 

] 

1 

- 

Salad  Cream 

2 

2 

- 

Salmon 

4 

4 

- 

Sardines  ... 

4 

4 

- 

Sauce 

2 

2 

- 

Sausages  ... 

5 

5 

- 

Shortening 

2 

2 

- 

Sponge  Mixture 

1 

1 

- 

Steak  & Kidney  Pudding 

1 

1 

- 

Stomach  Powder 

1 

1 

- 

Stuffing 

2 

2 

- 

Sugar 

1 

1 

- 

Sultanas  ... 

3 

3 

- 

Tapioca 

1 

1 

- 

Tea 

1 

1 

- 

Vegetable  Fat 

1 

1 

- 

Vinegar 

1 

1 

- 

TOTALS  ... 

248 

235 

13 

RESULTS  OF  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS  INSTITUTED 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 


No.  of 
Sample  t 

\rticle 

Result 

Nature  OF  Adulteration  Fine  Costs 

126  ... 

Milk  .. 

6%  Fat  deficiency 

...  £2/0/0  and  £2/2/0 

151  ... 

ff 

3%  Added  water 
4%  Fat  deficiency 

...  £2/0/0  and  £1/1  0 

156  ... 

ft  • ♦ 

. 10%  „ 

...  £1/0/0  and  £1/1/0 

149  ... 

ft  • • 

. 17%  , , ,, 

...  £3/0/0  and  £1/11/0 

228  ... 

ff  • • 

18%  Added  water 

...  £2/0/0  and  £1/1/0 

219  ... 

f f > • 

7%  Fat  deficiency 

...  £2/0/0  and  £1/1/0 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 

ACT,  1933. 

Failing  to 

use  humane  killer  on  4 pigs. 

Defendant  fined  £1/0/0, 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Failing  to  remedy  defective  sink,  etc.  Defendant  fined  10/-* 
BATH  CORPORATION  ACT,  1925. 

Failing  to  provide  dustbin.  Defendant  fined  10/-* 

* Same  defendant  in  each  case — total  costs  were  ;^l/ll/9 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 

During  the  year  42  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 


examination,  viz.  : — 

No.  of 

Passed 

Failed 

Failed 

Failed 

Failed 

Samples 

all 

Meth. 

Phosph. 

B.  Coli 

Bacteria 

taken 

Tests. 

Test. 

Test. 

Test. 

Test. 

Tuberculin  tested 

...  21 

16 

2 

* 

4 

— 

Tuberculin  tested 

...  5 

3 

1 

* 

2 

— 

{Certified) 

Pasteurised 

...  16 

12 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Total 

* This 

...  42 

Test  is  only 

31 

applied  to 

3 

Pasteur 

1 

ised  Milk. 

6 

3 

The  bacteriological  tests  for  Graded  milk  are  set  out  on  page  63  of 
the  Annual  Report  for  1936. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  inspections  of  registered  dairies  and 
milkshops  were  made  to  see  that  the  arrangements  for  the  treatment, 
storage,  and  distribution  of  milk  were  satisfactory  and  a number  of  im- 
provements were  effected  following  these  visits. 

ARTIFICIAL  CREAM  ACT,  1929. 

There  were  no  premises  registered  in  tb.e  City  for  the  manufacture 
of  artificial  cream  and  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  by  analysis  no  artificial 
cream  entered  into  the  composition  of  any  of  the  samples  of  food  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS. 

1923  and  1927 

Two  “ full  cream  sweetened  ” and  seven  “ machine-skimmed 
t.nsw'eetened  ” condensed  milks  were  analysed  and  all  were  found  to 
be  genuine.  The  tins  were  correctly  labelled  and  contained  the  required 
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Statement  as  to  the  equivalent  quantity  of  milk.  The  “ full  cream  ” 
contained  the  requisite  9 per  cent,  of  fat  and  31  per  cent,  of  milk  solids. 
The  “ machine-skimmed  ” contained  the  prescribed  amount  of  milk  solids, 
i.e.  21  per  cent.  All  the  samples  were  free  from  excess  acidity,  poisonous 
metals  and  chemical  preservatives. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES,  etc.,  IN  FOOD), 
REGULATIONS,  1925-27. 

The  following  43  articles  to  which  preservatives  are  allowed  to 
be  added  under  the  Regulations  were  examined  during  the  year  : 
Bunflour  1,  Coffee  Extract  4,  Cordial  3,  Fruit  Syrup  1,  Glace  Cherries  1, 
Jam  3,  Pickles  1,  Potted  Fish  Paste  7,  Potted  Meat  Paste  5,  Sausages  5, 
Sponge  'Mixture  1,  Sugar  1,  Tinned  Fruit  5,  Sauce  2,  Sultanas  3. 

In  three  instances  sausages  which  had  been  sold  without  a label 
declaring  that  they  contained  preservative  were  found  on  analysis  to 
contain  154,  186  and  200  parts  per  million  of  S.O.  (The  permissible 
amount  is  450  parts  per  million). 

The  vendors  were  cautioned  and  advised  how  to  comply  with  the 
Regulations. 

WATER  ANALYSIS. 

Seven  samples  were  taken  for  analysis,  three  from  watercress  beds 
and  four  from  springs  supplying  dwelling  houses. 

In  one  case  the  supply  to  three  dwelling  houses  was  found  to 
be  unsafe  and  unsuitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use  and  steps  were 
taken  to  have  a City  supply  laid  on.  A sample  from  one  of  the  water- 
cress beds  was  found  to  be  unsale  and  action  was  taken  to  prohibit  the 
use  of  the  watercress  from  the  bed  concerned. 

.SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

No.  of  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City  ...  ...  18 

No.  of  private  slaughterhouses  abolished  during  the  year  1 

,,  in  regular  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

,,  of  visits  made  during  the  year  ...  ...  2360 

,,  ,,  notices  to  limewash,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  remedy  defects,  or  abate  nuisances  14 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

There  are  53  slaughtermen  liolding  licences  granted  by  the 
Corpuration.  50  are  resident  within  the  City  and  3 in  outside  disti  icts. 
Seven  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Three  contraventions  were  detected  and  in  two  of  the  cases  the 
offender  was  sent  a caution  in  writing.  In  the  other  case  the  offender 
was  prosecuted  and  convicted. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

The  following  contraventions  w’ere  detected  during  the  year  and 
appropriate  action  taken  : — 

Failure  to  give  notice  of  intention  to  slaughter  ...  4 

Removal  of  meat  from  slaughterhouse  before 

inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  Z 

Transport  of  meat  not  properly  protected 

against  contamination  ...  ...  ...  2 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  butchers  are  permitted  to  slaughter  until 
7 p.m.  and  remove  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse  from  7 a.m.,  the  Inspect- 
ors devoted  a considerable  amount  of  time  outside  of  ordinary  office  hours 
to  the  duties  required  under  the  Regulations,  and  in  addition  many 
inspections  had  to  be  made  on  Sundays. 

No.  of  animals  examined  during  the  year  : — ■ 

Beasts  1,621.  Pigs  14,254.  Sheep  6,067.  Calves  4,370.  Total  26,312. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Particulars  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  during  1937  : — 

ME.A.T  CONDEMNED. 


Carcase  and  Organs 

Beasts. 

11 

Sheep. 

4 

Pigs. 

Ill 

Calves. 

3 

Total 

129 

Part  Carcases 

59 

12 

325 

— 

396 

Heads 

90 

- 

1020 

1 

1111 

Lungs 

133 

13 

1307 

o 

1455 

Livers 

185 

65 

1517 

7 

1774 

Hearts 

16 

7 

1290 

o 

w 

1315 

Kidneys 

6 

— 

76 

3 

85 

Offal 

16 

— 

1028 

— 

1044 
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CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION  AND  WEIGHT. 


Beasts. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Calves. 

Total. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Abscesses 

883 

— 

1323 

45 

2251 

Actinomycosis 

60 

— 

— 

— 

60 

Angioma 

170 

— 

— 

— 

170 

Bruising 

40 

— 

1025 

— 

1065 

Cirrhosis 

87 

— 

1618 

— 

1705 

Decomposition 

397 

— 

32 

— 

429 

Distomatosis 

1516 

131 

— 

— 

1647 

Dropsy  and  Emaciation 

1096 

210 

539 

— 

1845 

Fatty  Infiltration 

— 

— 

70 

— 

70 

Fibrosis 

301 

— 

— 

— 

301 

Inflammatory  Condition 

749 

160 

6198 

10 

7117 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

165 

70 

235 

Mammitis 

— ■ 

— 

1276 

— 

1276 

Necrosis 

— 

— 

1416 

— 

1416 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

81 

— 

81 

Parasitical  Infection 

— 

168 

1953 

— 

2121 

Pericarditis 

— 

— 

162 

— 

162 

Peritonitis 



— 

— 

224 

224 

Pneumonia 



— 

63 

— 

63 

P3'aemia 

— 

— 

436 

— 

436 

Sarcoma 

— 

— 

349 

— 

349 

Septic  Condition 

750 

__ 

2652 

— 

3402 

Swine  Erysipelas 

■ — 

— 

119 

— 

119 

TUBERCULOSIS 

15,686 

— 

61,596 

15 

77,297 

Unsoundness 

449 

— 

1308 

— 

1757 

Uraemia 

— 

— 

590 

— 

590 

Totals  ... 

22,184 

669 

82,971 

364  106,1881b: 

Total  weight  of  Meat  condemned  ...  47  Tons.  8 Cwts.  0 Qr.  12  lbs 
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OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED. 


Biscuits 

Tripe 

3 Gammons 

6 tins  Australian  Sheep  Livers 

9 tins  Veal 

2 tins  Liver  Paste 

2 tins  Beef 

Imported  Beef 

Bloaters 

Smoked  Haddock 

6 tins  Damsons  ...  ... 

27  dozen  pairs  Kippers  ... 

Total  weight  of  other  foods  condemned 


Cwts.  Qrs. 

— 1 

— 1 

2 


1 

1 

1 2 

2 — 

6 — 


TOTAL  WEIGHT  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  condemned  : — 

47  Tons  14  Cwts.  1 Qr.  5 lbs. 


Lbs. 

4 
8 

17 

12 

14 

2 

12 

5 

20 

14 

6 
19 
21 


SHOP  ACT,  1912-1934. 

No.  of  Shops  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  121 

No.  of  Reinspections  ...  ...  ...  328 


LMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED;  — 


In  respect  of — Sanitary  Conveniences 
Washing  facilities 
Ventilation  & Heating 
Lighting 

Seats  for  Female  Assistants 
Hours  of  Employment 
Provision  of  Forms 


Notices  served.  Complied 
Intimation  Statutory  with 

29  1 29 

12  — 12 

13  — 13 

1 — 1 

2 1 2 

7 — 7 

80  1 80 


Total  ...  144 


3 


144 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  number  of  premises  in  use  during  the  year  was  : — 
Dealing  in  Hides  and  Skins  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dealing  in  Rags  and  Bones  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gut-scraping  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


FISH  FRYING. 

Twenty-nine  fish-frying  establishments  were  on  the  register  and 
frequent  visits  were  made  to  see  that  they  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No.  of  Observations  made  ...  ...  ...  47 

No.  of  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  Offences  in  respect  of  chimneys  of  private  dwell- 
ing houses  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  3 

During  the  year  I had  the  honour  of  reading  a Paper  on  “ Grit 
Emission  ” before  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Association. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

There  were  no  Hock  manufacturers  in  the  City  and  there  appeared 
to  be  very  little  of  this  material  used  by  manufacturers  in  Bath. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

Twenty-two  notices  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  with  respect  to  conditions  remediable  under  the  law  relating  to 
Public  Health  ; — 

Factories  11,  Workshops  8,  Workplaces  3. 

Fifteen  notices  of  occupation  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  and  notification  in  respect  of  5 Outworkers  were  received 
from  employers. 
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mSPECnON  OF  factories,  workshops  and 

WORKPLACES. 


Premises 

Inspections 

Notices 

served 

Factories 

48 

7 

Workshops... 

127 

22 

Workplaces 

43 

8 

Total  218 

37 

DEFECTS 

Particulars 

Found  Remedied 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act 

s — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

12 

10 

Want  of  ventilation 

2 

1 

Overcrowding  ... 

- 

- 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

2 

2 

Other  nuisances 

12 

12 

Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 
Sanitary  accommodation- 

2 

1 

insufficient 

7 

5 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

9 

8 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

Total  47 

40 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  During 

the  early  part  of  the  year  three 

Common  Lodging  Houses  were 

in  use. 

but  one  was  subsequently  closed,  and  on 

ly  two  of  this  type  of  premises 

are  now  in  use  in  the  City.  They  were 

frequently  inspected  and 

found 

to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings.  The  application  of  the  Byelaws  made  by 

the  Corporation  in  1936  has  already 
proved  useful,  a number  of  houses  having  been  improved  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  occupants. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds.  Only  a few  of  these  were  in  use  for 

human  habitation  during  the  year,  and 


were  kept  under  observation. 
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Places  of  Public  Entertainment.  Several  inspections  were  made 

to  see  that  the  heating,  ventilat- 
ing and  sanitary  arrangements  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
A few  defects  were  observed  and  subsequently  remedied  without  delay. 

Housing  and  Overcrowding.  These  matters  are  dealt  with  in  the 

report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

Several  contraventions  were  observed  in  respect  of  traders  omitting 
to  affix  the  proper  labels  or  display  the  appropriate  notices  in  respect  of 
Foreign  Meat,  Tomatoes,  and  Apples,  and  twenty-two  notices  were 
served  calling  attention  thereto.  These  were  complied  with  without 
further  action  being  necessary. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (GRADING  AND  MARKING) 

ACT,  1928. 

An  egg-grading  station  established  in  the  City  was  frequently 
inspected  and  found  to  be  carried  on  in  a satisfactory  manner.  (This 
business  has  now  been  transferred  to  premises  outside  of  Bath). 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  were  31  Bakehotises  (5  underground)  in  use  during  the  year. 
Frequent  inspections  were  made  to  see  that  they  were  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

CANAL  BOATS 

Only  six  boats  were  known  to  have  been  in  use  on  the  River 
Avon  and  the  canals  within  the  City.  Two  were  in  use  fairly  regularly, 
but  the  others  very  infrequently. 

In  no  case  was  anyone  found  living  and  sleeping  on  board,  no 
children  were  observed  on  the  boats,  and  no  case  of  infectious  disease  was 
notified  as  having  occurred  on  the  canal  boats. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  work  of  rat  repression  received  constant 
attention,  but  it  should  be  again  emphasised  that  with  the  existence  of  old 


culverts  in  the  City,  and  drains  discharging  direct  into  the  river  and  canal, 
the  value  of  such  work  is  considerably  lessened. 


Advantage  was  again  taken  during  dry  spells  to  lay  baits  in  various 
sewers,  twenty  baits  were  laid  in  each  of  13  sewers  (260  baits  in  all), 
but  only  53  were  taken. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year  : — 

Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  ...  137 

Visits  and  revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  832 

Defective  sewers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  17 

,,  sewer  connections  repaired  ...  ...  9 

,,  private  drains  repaired  ...  ...  35 

Intercepting  trap  stoppers  replaced  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Premises  rat-proofed  ...  ...  ...  33 

Water  storage  cisterns  abolished  ...  ...  3 

Drains  tested  by  smoke  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains  tested  by  chemicals  ...  ...  ...  67 

Gas  Rockets  used  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cases  where  traps  advised  ...  ...  ...  57 

*Red  Squill  baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  696 

Barium  Carbonate  baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  260 

Barium  Carbonate  baits  taken  ...  ...  ...  53 

Intimation  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  54 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  5 

* It  is  impracticable  to  ascertain  the  number  of  these  baits  taken 
as  many  are  laid  in  positions  which  are  later  inaccessible. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  AND  REMOVED  DURING  1937 
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’Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fevei 
Other  Cases 

U 

tExcluding  Patients  from  outside  the  City  Area  ’Including  8 “carriers.” 

jvJote — A Summary  of  Statistics  relating  to  Number  of  Notifications,  Number  of  Deaths,  Incidence  and  Death  Rates  of  Infectious 
Diseases,  will  be  found  on  page  7.  an  analysis  of  Deaths  according  to  Age  Periods  on  pages  08  and  69,  and  a further  note 
in  connection  with  the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  on  page  46. 


Rainfall.  Teinperatmes. 


BIRTHS,  DEATHS  UNDER  1 YEAR,  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY, 

1937. 


Total 

LeHitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Births 

439 

372 

811 

420 

356 

776 

19 

16 

35 

Deaths  (under  one  vear)  ... 

20 

12 

32 

19 

12 

31 

1 

— 

1 

Infant  Mortality 

46 

32 

39 

45 

34 

40 

53 

— 

29 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

\t  Horae 

At  Hosp. 

4 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

Taken  at  9 a.m.  G.M.T.,  at  Henrietta  Park 


1937 

Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

; Api. 

May 

J line 

July 

1 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

*Nov. 

Dec. 

j Year. 

Mean 

434 

444 

40  0 

505 

54  9 

58'3 

6P3 

63  7 

570 

5P9 

4U6 

' 387 

505 

do.  Average  35  yrs. 

41  0 

40  7 

43  2 

47  0 

53  3 

577 

6U5 

60  7 

567 

507 

437 

4U6 

49'8 

Highest  ... 

55.1 

55  0 

51  9 

65T 

78-3 

790 

77-8 

84'9 

75 '9 

690 

56’0 

548 

84'9 

Date 

21 

15 

18 

23 

29 

11 

3 

6 

6 

2 

3 

24 

6 Aug. 

Lowest 

27'8 

28'2 

24'6 

35  3 

352 

41 '8 

43  3 

487 

38'9 

343 

21  0 

242 

210 

Date 

29 

12 

10 

1 

1 

8 

8 

25 

21 

16 

21 

6 

21  Nov 

Humidity... 

83 

84 

77 

76 

75 

71 

78 

77 

78 

87 

92 

88 

81 

Total  in  inches  ... 

423 

500 

449 

2'58 

2'28 

1.19 

2'86 

0 94 

2.13 

3 18 

P69 

217 

32  7 4 

No.  Wet  Days 

21 

23 

18 

16 

13 

7 

11 

10 

14 

11 

10 

21 

175 

Mean  of  70  yrs.  .. 

2'81 

2 27 

2-17 

2T4 

203 

2 11 

259 

2'88 

2'61 

3'27 

283 

3'28 

3101 

do.  Wet  Days  ... 

15 

14 

14 

13 

12 

11 

13 

14 

13 

16 

15 

17 

167 

Sunshine,  hours ... 

41  -8 

54'4 

112'3 

118'2 

1978 

193  7 

140.1 

2187 

162'5 

83'2 

678 

397 

1430  2 

Do.  Mean  of  30  yrs. 

49'8 

72'3 

1 14T 

154  9 

19F9 

200 '9 

I98'2 

1798 

1477 

10U3 

64’2 

4P4 

1516  6 

RALPH  ALLEN  PRESS, 
NORTH  PARADE  BDGS., 


BATH. 
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